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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
38801 Blacow Road
Fremont, CA 94536
Church: (510) 793-6285

July 30, 2017
10 AM – 7th Sunday after Pentecost
Ministers: The People of Holy Trinity
Web Site: holytrinityfremont.org

WELCOME TO THE STORY
In today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to
us the reign of God: a tree that becomes a sheltering home,
yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net
that gains a great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s
reign, the great surprise is that God’s grace finds us first!
A Story that Invites Us
All invitations to stand or kneel are for those who are able.
Singing Bowl
During the ringing of the bowl, you are encouraged to
center your thoughts on God the Creator, Christ the
Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit our Comforter.
PRELUDE . . . Leilani Camara and Michael Keating
WELCOME
SHARING OF THE PEACE
P:
The peace of Christ is with you.
All: And also with you.

CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at
baptism.
P:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all
our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
All: Amen.
P:
In the presence of God, who sees our hearts and our
minds, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P:
God our strength,
All: we confess that we are captive to the power of sin
that dwells within us. We put ourselves first and
others last. What we think will make us happy
leaves us longing for more. Even when we want to
do what is good, we find ourselves doing the
opposite. Rescue us from death's grip on our lives,
and raise us up day by day, that we may be alive to
God in Christ Jesus. Amen.
P:
Sisters and brothers, all have fallen short of the glory
of God; therefore we are justified by God's grace as a
gift. Nothing can separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus, in whom we have forgiveness of sin, life,
and salvation.
All: Amen.

Please Stand

CALL TO WORSHIP
L:
God, you call us through your Spirit that we may gather
in celebration of the new community.
All: Open our hearts that we may feel acceptance and
respect for our differences.
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L:

We are all different and yet we share a yearning that
touches us and compels us to join together in unity with
one another.
All: Open our minds that we may learn from one
another, and use our knowledge to bridge gaps and
build a community of faith for all.
L:
Give us strength that we may risk ourselves in the face
of discrimination and oppression.
All: Open our spirits that we may share the message of
your Spirit.

OPENING HYMN . . . “God of Grace and God of Glory” vs.
1, 4

KYRIE ELEISON . . . “Lord, Have Mercy”

L:

Text: Harry E. Fosdick - Tune: John Hughes - Cranberry Book #705

All:
L:

All:
L:

All:
L:

All:

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for
the unity of all; for this holy house, for all who worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the
Lord.
Refrain
That we may live out your impassioned response to
the hungry and the poor; that we may live out truth and
justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to
the Lord
Refrain
For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for
friends and family; for life and for love, for our work
and our play, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the
Lord.
Refrain
For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the
water and the Word; that you nourish our souls with
your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray
to the Lord.
Refrain

GREETING
P:
The grace that is Christ’s gift to us, the love of God, and
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace is with you
all.
All: And also with you. Amen.
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HYMN OF PRAISE . . . “Glory to God”

All:
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY
L:
Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and
resurrection of your Son you bring us into your
kingdom of justice and mercy.
All: By your Spirit, give us your wisdom, that we may
treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.
Be Seated
The Story that Shapes and Forms Us
READING . . . Romans 8:26-39
These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us.
Through Christ’s death for us and the activity of the Spirit
praying for us, we are fused to God’s love poured out in Jesus
Christ. Nothing, not even death itself, is able to separate us
from such incredible divine love.

to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn
within a large family. And those whom he predestined he also
called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those
whom he justified he also glorified.
What then are we to say about these things? If God is for
us, who is against us? He who did not withhold his own Son,
but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us
everything else? Who will bring any charge against God’s
elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ
Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand
of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us
from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it
is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all day long;
we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through
him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord.
L: Word of God, word of life.
All: Thanks be to God.
Please Stand

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how
to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs
too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows
what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
the saints according to the will of God.
We know that all things work together for good for those
who love God, who are called according to his purpose. For
those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

P:

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the thirteenth
chapter.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL . . . Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples
proclaim the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near!”
Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that explore the
implications of this announcement for people’s lives.

[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom
of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed
in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has
grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that
the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”
He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is
like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures
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of flour until all of it was leavened.”
“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field,
which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and
sells all that he has and buys that field.
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search
of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and
sold all that he had and bought it.
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was
thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; when it was
full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into
baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the
age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the
righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
“Have you understood all this?” They answered,
“Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has
been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a
household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what
is old.”
P:
The Gospel, the good news of God
All: Praise to you, O Christ.
Be Seated

Please Stand
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HYMN . . . “We Eat the Bread of Teaching” vs. 1, 2
Text: Omer Westendorf - Tune: Jerry Ray Brubaker - Cranberry Book

#518

A Story that Feeds Us
INVITATION TO OFFERING
L:
Contribute to the needs of God’s people. Welcome
strangers into this church home.
All: These calls of hospitality are answered when we give
of our time, talent, and treasure. Let us offer our
gifts to God this day.
THANKFUL OFFERING
Please Stand
OFFERTORY RESPONSE . . . “Accept, O Lord the Gifts
We Bring”

OFFERTORY PRAYER
OFFERTORY PRAYER
L:
Holy One in our midst, take our offerings and bless
them,
All: that they may multiply and be a blessing in your
world. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.
Be Seated
MESSAGE . . . Members of the RIC Committee
13

THE PRAYERS
L:
Generous, compassionate God, we gather before you to
pray for the church, the world, and all in need. Shine the
light of understanding on your church on earth. Bind us
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All:
L:
All:
L:

All:
L:

All:
L:

together in the word to share your love with the world.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Protect birds and their nests, fields full of crops, the seas
and the fish that swim in them. Inspire us to care for the
creation you love. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Nurture faith in those who doubt. Lift up those who are
weak in body, mind, or spirit. Heal the sick, comfort the
grieving, and surround with love those facing their last
days. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Expand the understanding of this assembly to see our
neighbors as you see them. Let the yeast of your word
grow beyond us to expand your boundless love to those
around us. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of all, hear now the prayers of our heart said either
silently or aloud.

P:

We give thanks and praise to you, God of love and
grace! With gratitude, we recall how your formed us
from the very earth, made covenant with us from the
beginning of time, and call us again and again to be
your people. In your amazing love, you came as one of
us in the form of Jesus the Christ, showing us the way of
unconditional love and the path of self-giving service.
Therefore, with all the people whose story you have
shaped, with women and men of faith in every part of
the world we glory in your generous love and sing in
praise of you:

P:

Even as he faced death on a cross, Jesus washed the
feet of both enemies and friends, gave thanks and
rejoiced in a time of great sorrow, broke bread and
shared the cup of salvation with all, showing us the path
of servanthood and love. And so we remember Jesus’
words of self-giving love as he broke bread and poured

Here other prayers may be offered.
L:
Lord, in your mercy,
All: hear our prayer.
L:
Into your hands we place all our prayers, spoken and
unspoken, trusting in the mercy of Christ Jesus.
All: Amen.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
L:
God is with you.
All: And also with you.
L:
Lift up your hearts
All: We lift them up to God!
L:
Celebrate God’s love!
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise!
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wine, saying: “Take, eat, this is my body, broken for
you. Take, drink. This is my life poured out for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins.” Called to
remember these acts whenever we eat and drink, we
come now to the table in remembrance of these gifts as
we proclaim the mystery of faith.
All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come
again.
P:
God of love, pour out your Holy Spirit on us, that we
might be servants of your love. Pour out your Holy
Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine, that they might
be for us your very presence.
All: Flow through us with your love and grace, that we
might be your loving presence for others, extending
kindness to strangers, forgiveness to adversaries,
and mutual love to all.
P:
Live in us, that by your Spirit, we might be one with
Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all
the world, until Christ comes in final victory and we
feast at the heavenly banquet.
All: Flow through us with your love and grace, that we
might be your loving presence for others, extending
kindness to strangers, forgiveness to adversaries,
and mutual love to all.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
P:
As you are one with us, O Christ, make us one with you
as we pray as you taught...
All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us
our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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FRACTION RITE
P:
In Christ, there is no east or west. In God’s love, there
is neither Jew nor Greek. At this table of grace, there is
no distinction between stranger and friend, member
and visitor, sinner and saint.
All: All are welcome at this feast of love.
Be Seated
The ushers will invite you to the Lord’s Table
after the Lamb of God is sung.
LAMB OF GOD

Holy Communion is open to all.
Grape juice is white, wine is red.
Let an usher know if you desire communion brought to you.
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COMMUNION HYMN . . . “Jesus, Priceless Treasure”
Text: Johann Franck - Tune: Johann Crüger - Cranberry Book #775

COMMUNION HYMN . . . “You Satisfy the Hungry Heart”
Text: Omer Westendorf - Tune: Robert E. Kreutz - Cranberry Book #484

Singing Bowl
Please Stand
POST COMMUNION BLESSING
P:
O God, you are Hospitality. You are Welcome. You are
the Invitation, the Table, the Feast. By your spirit may
we learn to receive and offer grace, to share from the
sustenance of our lives and not simply its crumbs.
All: Embolden us as we serve as the voice of those who
continue to ask the church for justice and bread. In
Christ we pray, amen.
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER
L:
Loving God, in this meal you sustain the weary and
heal the broken.
All: May the gift of your word made flesh, the body and
blood of Christ, inspire our tongues to praise you
and proclaim to the entire world the Savior, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
Be Seated

SENDING OUT. . . “On Our Way Rejoicing” vs. 1
Text: John S. B. Monsell - Tune: Frances R. Havergal - Cranberry Book #537

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please Stand
A Story that Sends Us Out to Love and Serve
WORDS FOR THE JOURNEY
P:
Let us covenant together that no one will be left beneath
the table lapping up crumbs. The church remains dimsighted and malnourished until all are welcome to
partake of your abundance.
All: Now, companioned by the Spirit, we go forth to be
the evidence of the all-inclusive hospitality of our
welcoming God! Amen.
Those who desire extra time to exit
are invited to do so during the last hymn.

DISMISSAL
L:
Go in peace. Serve God.
All: Thanks be to God!
No Formal Ushering Out
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Join us on the patio
for ice cream.
It’s Sundae Sunday!
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