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WELCOME TO THE STORY
In today’s gospel many people take offense at Jesus’ invitation
to eat his flesh and drink his blood; even many of Jesus’
disciples peel off. This is the backdrop in John’s gospel for
Peter’s confession of faith. “To whom can we go?” asks Peter,
in words we sometimes sing just before the gospel is read.
“You have the words of eternal life.” In order to take such a
stand, as Peter did, Paul tells us to arm ourselves with the
word of God. We pray in the Spirit that we might be bold
ambassadors of the gospel.
A Story that Invites Us
All invitations to stand or kneel are for those who are able.
Singing Bowl
During the ringing of the bowl, you are encouraged to
center your thoughts on God the Creator, Christ the Redeemer,
and the Holy Spirit our Comforter.
PRELUDE . . . Leilani Camara and Michael Keating
WELCOME
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SHARING OF THE PEACE
P:
The peace of Christ is with you.
All: And also with you.
Please Stand
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CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign marked at baptism.

OPENING HYMN . . . “Canticle of the Turning” vs. 1, 3
Text: Rory Cooney - Tune: Irish traditional - Cranberry Book #723
Favorite Hymn of Collin & Diana Thormoto

P:
Merciful God, buffeted by the winds of life,
All: we have grown weary and yearn for your hand to
hold us.
P:
Pour forth your words of peace, and bring us back to
life.
All: Forgive us when we are heedless to the needs of
others.
P:
Correct our ways when we are self-centered and neglect
the poor and powerless.
All: Be our vision when we seek refuge in our wealth and
possessions.
P:
Draw us to you, Holy One,
All: and lead us into life. Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P:

Hear the good news: In Christ, we are united and
reconciled with God.
All: We will rejoice in the knowledge that we receive
forgiveness and abundant life in God’s name.
CALL TO WORSHIP
L:
From our busy lives, God calls us together to worship
and to pray.
All: We are here, Holy One!
L:
From different places, Christ calls us to gather, to love,
and to live.
All: We are here, blessed Jesus!
L:
From unexpected journeys, the Spirit calls us into unity
to serve and to grow.
All: We are here, Holy Spirit! Come! Let us worship.
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GREETING
P:
The grace that is Christ’s gift to us, the love of God, and
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace is with you
all.
All: And also with you. Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE . . . “Glory to God”

All:

KYRIE ELEISON . . . “Lord, Have Mercy”

L:

All:
L:

All:
L:

All:
L:

All:

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for
the unity of all; for this holy house, for all who worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the
Lord.
Refrain
That we may live out your impassioned response to the
hungry and the poor; that we may live out truth and
justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to
the Lord
Refrain
For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for
friends and family; for life and for love, for our work
and our play, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the
Lord.
Refrain
For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the
water and the Word; that you nourish our souls with
your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray
to the Lord.
Refrain
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY
L:
Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is
eternal.
All: Direct our choices and preserve us in your truth,
that, renouncing what is false and evil, we may live in
you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
Be Seated
The Story that Shapes and Forms Us
READING . . . Ephesians 6:10-20
Like a general giving a rousing speech to troops before battle,
this letter closes by calling on Christians to be equipped for
spiritual warfare against evil. The full armor of God includes
truth, righteousness, peace, faith, the gift of salvation, and the
word of God inspired by the Spirit.
Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on
the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil. For our struggle is not against
enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness,
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly
places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you
may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done
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everything, to stand firm. Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of
truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of
righteousness. As shoes for your feet put on whatever will
make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. With all of
these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to
quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet
of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of
God.
Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and
supplication. To that end keep alert and always persevere in
supplication for all the saints. Pray also for me, so that when I
speak, a message may be given to me to make known with
boldness the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an
ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I
must speak.
L:
Word of God, word of life.
All: Thanks be to God.
Please Stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

9

P:
The Holy Gospel according to John the sixth chapter.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL . . . John 6:56-69
The “hard saying” that offends Jesus’ disciples is his claim
that his followers must eat his flesh and drink his blood. The
followers who return to their old lives know something about
how odd this sounds. Simon Peter, on the other hand, knows
something about the scarcity of living, gracious words. He asks
the most important question: “To whom shall we go?”
[Jesus said,] “Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood
abide in me, and I in them. Just as the living Father sent me,
and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live
because of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven,
not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the
one who eats this bread will live forever.” He said these things
while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum.
When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This
teaching is difficult; who can accept it?” But Jesus, being
aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to
them, “Does this offend you? Then what if you were to see the
Son of Man ascending to where he was before? It is the spirit
that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have
spoken to you are spirit and life. But among you there are some
who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were
the ones that did not believe, and who was the one that would
betray him. And he said, “For this reason I have told you that
no one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.”
Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no
longer went about with him. So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do
you also wish to go away?” Simon Peter answered him, “Lord,
to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. We
have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of
God.”
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P:
The Gospel, the good news of God
All: Praise to you, O Christ.
Be Seated
CHILDREN’S TIME . . . Pastor Tim
Please Stand
HYMN . . . “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” vs. 1, 3
Text: Joseph Scriven - Tune: Charles C. Converse - Cranberry Book #742
Favorite Hymn of Arthur Kuhlmann, Elise Lewis & Lucille Klovdahl

L:

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s
Creed:
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of
heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God's
only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Be Seated
A Story that Feeds Us

INVITATION TO OFFERING
L:
To place God at the center of our lives,
All: let us offer a portion of our gifts back to God, as we
bring forth the fruits of our labor.
THANKFUL OFFERING

Be Seated
HOMILY . . . Pastor Tim
Please Stand
APOSTLE’S CREED
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Please Stand
OFFERTORY RESPONSE . . . “Accept, O Lord the Gifts We
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our ways and empower us to serve Christ in sincerity
and faithfulness, let us pray.
All: Have mercy, O God.
L:
God of all, hear now the prayers of our heart said either
silently or aloud.

Bring”

Here other prayers may be offered.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
OFFERTORY PRAYER
L:
God of mercy, we bring these gifts to you in
thankfulness for all that you have done for us.
All: May our gratitude turn into acts of mercy and
justice, and may these gifts help our neighbors both
near and far. Amen.
THE PRAYERS
L:
Trusting in our loving and almighty God who
abundantly provides the bread of life to all who hunger,
let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in
need. That God bless the church universal in every
place, inspiring strength and courage to boldly proclaim
the mystery of the gospel, let us pray.
All: Have mercy, O God.
L:
That God the creator bless wild animals and family pets,
prairies and kitchen gardens, beaches and sandboxes,
mountains and hearths, let us pray.
All: Have mercy, O God.
L:
That God remember the poor and the brokenhearted and
rescue all those in trouble, let us pray.
All: Have mercy, O God.
L:
That God protect members of this congregation along all
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L:
Let us pray.
All: Have mercy, O God.
L:
Almighty and loving God, we look to you in hope and
trust, knowing that you will do far more than we can ask
or imagine, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
All: Amen.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
L:
God is with you.
All: And also with you.
L:
Lift up your hearts
All: We lift them to God.
L:
Let us give thanks to God.
All: It is right to give God thanks and praise.
P:
Blessed are you God of promise. From the beginning
you have shown people what could be:
All: in the promise to Sarah and Abraham,
P:
in the words of Moses and Aaron,
All: in the dance and song of Miriam,
P:
in the faithful relationship of Ruth and Naomi,
All: in the dreams of Joseph.
P:
With your love we sing…
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P:

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us, and on these gifts of
bread and wine. Make them be for us the body and blood
of Christ, that we may be the body of Christ to a world
that yearns to be made new.
All: Maker of seed and harvest, Spirit of story and
parable, Giver of new life, we praise your holy,
eternal, loving name. Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
P:
As you are one with us, O Christ, make us one with you
as we pray as you taught...
All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us
our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.
P:

Holy are you, and holy is your child, Jesus Christ, who
taught his disciples in stories and parables
All: that the realm of God is all around us when we look
with the eyes of faith.
P:
On the night in which he gave himself up, Jesus took
bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, and gave it
to the disciples, saying: “Take, eat; this is my body
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
When the supper was over, Jesus took the cup, offered
thanks and gave it to the disciples, saying: “Drink from
this, all of you; this is my life in the new covenant,
poured out for you and for many, for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
me.” And so, in remembrance of your mighty acts in
Jesus Christ, we proclaim the mystery of faith
All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come
again.
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FRACTION RITE
P:
Everyone who hungers, come to the table.
All: We will eat what is good, that we may live.
Be Seated
The ushers will invite you to the Lord’s Table
after the Lamb of God is sung.
LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMN . . . “I Come to the Garden Alone”
Text & Tune: C. Austin Miles
Favorite Hymn of Leon Klovdahl

Holy Communion is open to all.
Grape juice is white, wine is red.
Let an usher know if you desire communion brought to you.
COMMUNION HYMN . . . “Lord, Whose Love in Humble
Service”
Text: Albert F. Bayly - Tune: The Sacred Harp - Cranberry Book #712
Favorite Hymn of Keith Hillesland

Singing Bowl

Please Stand
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING
P:
Creator God, bless this gift of bread with the yeast of
your love.
All: Flow through this gift of wine with your life-giving
grace.
P:
As we receive these gifts, make us one with you through
the power of your Holy Spirit.
All: Nurture our lives, that we may be loaves of your
generous abundance.
P:
Pour your grace into our hearts, that we may be vines of
loving nourishment for one another and for a world in
need of growth and strength.
All: In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen.
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
L:
Loving God, in this meal you sustain the weary and heal
the broken.
All: May the gift of your word made flesh, the body and
blood of Christ, inspire our tongues to praise you and
proclaim to the entire world the Savior, Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
Be Seated

Those who desire extra time to exit
are invited to do so during the last hymn.
SENDING OUT. . . “Go Tell It on the Mountain” vs. 1, 2
Text & Tune: African American spiritual - Cranberry Book #290
Favorite Hymn of Cassie Di Paola

DISMISSAL
L:
Go in peace. Serve God.
All: Thanks be to God!

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please Stand
A Story that Sends Us Out to Love and Serve
COMMISSIONING
P:
Brothers and sisters, as we leave this place, may our
lives be centered on God, and may our actions be
examples of Christ’s love and mercy.
All: We will go in peace. Amen.
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