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Welcome! Enter with Prayer, Worship in Awe, Leave to Serve.
All invitations to stand or kneel are for those who are able.
WELCOME TO THE STORY
Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have
always lived in great expectation, but that expectation finds
specific, repeated enunciation in the texts appointed for these
four weeks. The ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to
spring up for David.” The Thessalonians awaited “the coming
of our Lord Jesus with all the saints.” Our Lord’s
contemporaries hoped for the time “to stand before the Son of
Man.” With them we eagerly await the coming days: another
Christmas celebration, a second coming, and the advent of our
Lord in word and supper.
A Story that Invites Us

Singing Bowl
During the ringing of the bowl, you are encouraged to
center your thoughts on God the Creator, Christ the
Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit our Comforter.
PRELUDE . . . Michael Keating
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WELCOME
Please Stand
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the Lord of Israel
who comes to set us free, the mighty Savior who comes
to show mercy, the Dawn from on high who guides us
into peace.
All: Amen.
P: Let us come before God in confession.

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING . . . “Love’s Pure Light”
Choir: Creator of the stars of night,
Thy people’s everlasting light,
Jesu, Redeemer, Savior of all,
Hear thy servants when they call.

Silence is kept for reflection.
P: To you, O God,
All: we lift up our souls. You know us through and
through; we confess our sins to you. Remember not
our sins; remember us with your steadfast love. Show
us your ways; teach us your paths; and lead us in
justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in
Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
P: Children of God, come with joy and draw water from the
well of salvation. Remember the gift of baptism: your sin
is washed away in the name of Jesus; you belong to
Christ; you are anointed to serve.
All: We will stand up and raise our heads! The reign of
God is near. Amen.
LITANY . . . The Promise of Hope
L: In this season of Advent, we long for God’s presence.
All: Christ is our light and the source of our hope.
L: In this season of Advent, we search for God’s truth.
All: Christ is our light and the source of our hope.
L: In this season of Advent, we seek God’s guidance.
All: Christ is our light and the source of our hope.
L: In this season of Advent, we remember God’s promise.
All: Christ is our light and the source of our hope.
Candle is lit
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P: This morning we light the first candle, the candle of
hope. This candle reminds us that God’s promises give us
reason to be filled with hope – hope for unity in a world
of division, hope for healing in a world of pain, and hope
for peace in a world filled with anger and strife. We
remember that Christ is our light and the source of our
hope.

CALL TO WORSHIP
L: The coming of our Lord is near, and we wait in joyful
expectation.
All: Draw close, Lord Jesus Christ, shed your light on all
that is filled with darkness.
L: The coming of our Lord is near, and we wait with hopefilled hearts.
All: Draw close, God’s beloved Son, teach us the wonder
of your all-embracing love.
L: The coming of our Lord is near, and we wait for God’s
redeeming presence.
All: Draw close, Savior of all creation, our hearts ache for
justice, our minds long for holiness, our spirits seek
for unity.
L: The coming of our Lord is near, and we wait attentive to
the signs of his coming.
All: Draw close, Lord Jesus Christ, God beyond
imagining, fully God yet truly human, draw close.
Amen.
OPENING HYMN . . . “My Lord, What a Morning” vs. 1, 3
Text & Tune African American spiritual - Cranberry Book #438

Choir: Bring hope and joy and peace,
And fill us with love’s pure light.
CLOSING PRAYER OF CANDLE LIGHTING
P: Gracious God, as we begin our Advent journey we thank
you for the gift of your Son, and for sending hope into a
world filled with dread.
All: Help us remember that we are your people, and
because of your promises we have every reason to be
hopeful. Take away our doubt and fear, and remind
us that Christ is our light, and the true source of
hope. Amen.
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GREETING
P: Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is
near! God is with you.
All: And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your
merciful protection awaken us to the threatening dangers
of our sins,
All: and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.
Be Seated
CHOIR ANTHEM . . . “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”
The Story that Shapes and Forms Us
FIRST READING . . . Jeremiah 33:14-16
In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with
being faithful in relationship. God acts righteously both in
punishing Israel for its sin and in having mercy. In today’s
reading, Jerusalem’s future name—“The Lord is our
righteousness”—proclaims that the Lord is even now working
salvation for Israel.
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill
the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of
Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous
Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved
and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by
which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”
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SECOND READING . . . 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at
Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant with gratitude for them. In
this passage from his letter, Paul voices overflowing thanks,
joy, and blessings for the people of this growing church.
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the
joy that we feel before our God because of you? Night and
day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face
and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus
direct our way to you. And may the Lord make you increase
and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we
abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts
in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and
Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
L: Word of God, word of life.
All: Thanks be to God.
Please Stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION . . . tune: “Angels We Have
Heard on High”
All: Lord, to whom else shall we go
Words of deathless life to know?
Not by bread alone we live,
But by ev’ry word You give.
Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Gloria in excelsis Deo!
P:

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the twenty-first
chapter.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.
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GOSPEL . . . Luke 21:25-36
God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of
that fulfillment abound. On that great day there will be
dismay, perplexity, confusion, and terror, but God’s people
shall be given strength to stand boldly and receive God’s
promised redemption.
[Jesus said:] “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the
stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by the
roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear
and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the
powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the
Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great
glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and
raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”
Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the
trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves
and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see
these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is
near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until
all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away,
but my words will not pass away.
“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with
dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and
that day does not catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will
come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert
at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape
all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son
of Man.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise be to you, O Christ.
Be Seated
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CHILDREN’S TIME . . . Libby Deaton
Please Stand
HYMN OF THE DAY . . . “Come, Thou Long Expected
Jesus” vs. 1, 2
Text: Charles Wesley - Tune: W. Walker – Cranberry Book # 254

Be Seated
MESSAGE . . . Libby Deaton
A Story that Feeds Us

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
L: We have been told the days are surely coming. We have
been given signs.
All: The Promised One is coming, and we wait in
expectation.
L: We have a message to give the world, a message of
promises about to be fulfilled. Our offering will enable
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this church community to proclaim this message as
clearly as we can.
All: It also enables us individually to show our gratitude,
even as we wait. Amen.
THANKFUL OFFERING
SPECIAL MUSIC . . . “Angels We Have Heard on High”
- Instrumental Group

L:

Increase our joy, wondrous God. Plant thanksgiving in
our hearts and multiply the good fruit of our outreach
ministries and creation care programs. Guide us in our
service to local and global neighbors. Lord, in your
mercy,
All: hear our prayer.
L: God of all, hear the prayers of our heart said either
silently or aloud.
Here other prayers may be offered.

Please Stand
OFFERTORY RESPONSE . . . “In the Bleak Midwinter”
All: What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb;
If I were a wise man I would do my part;
Yet what I can I give him – give my heart.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
L: Savior of the nations, come. Make your home here in us.
All: Feed us with your love, that our faith shine ever new
and our lives reveal your light. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
L: As we await the coming of Christ, we pray in hope for
the church, the world, and all of creation. Equip your
church, merciful God. Secure our roots in the soil of
your eternal word. Ease our worries and remove our
shame. Grow our faithfulness and let your steadfast love
blossom among us. Lord, in your mercy,
All: hear our prayer.
L: Grow peace within us, abundant God. Raise up leaders
in every community grounded in your justice and mercy.
Increase their love for all people. Lord, in your mercy,
All: hear our prayer.
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L: Lord, in your mercy,
All: hear our prayers.
L: Confident that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we bring
to you these prayers and those unspoken, in the name of
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
All: Amen.
A CAROL SETTING FOR HOLY
COMMUNION
THE PREFACE . . . tune:“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”
L: Oh, may the good Lord be with you.
All: And may the Lord be with you too.
L: Lift your hearts to God in praise.
All: To the Lord our hearts we raise.
L: Let us offer praises true.
All: It is fitting so to do:
Gratefully we sing to the Lord, our King!
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: Lord God, we anticipate again the birth of your Son. As
we stand on the threshold of the fulfillment of your
greatest promise, we are in awe of the manner in which
you have accomplished your purposes. You chose to lift
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up those whom the world regarded as poor, weak and
powerless. You frustrated the efforts of those who
considered themselves to be great and powerful. Guide
us this Advent Season to deeper levels of commitment to
your kingdom. Open our eyes to see new ways to love
you and to serve you in this holy Advent Season. And so,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and sing:
THE SANCTUS . . . tune: “From Heaven Above”
All: As light breaks forth, we sing Your praise
To you, Redeemer of our days,
For we have found in Jesus’ birth
Good news of peace and human worth.
CONSECRATION
P: In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus
took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” Again, after
supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

FRACTION RITE
P: Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you.
All: Let us enter into the joy of this feast.
Be Seated
The ushers will invite you forward
after the Lamb of God is sung
LAMB OF GOD . . . tune:“’Twas in the Moon of Wintertime”
All: O Lamb of God who takes away
our sins, have mercy.
O Lamb of God who takes away
our sins, have mercy.
O Lamb of God who takes away
the sins of all the earth, we pray:
Jesus, grant us your peace, grant us your peace.
Glory be to God on high.
Holy Communion is open to all.
Grape juice is white, wine is red.
If you desire communion brought to you,
please let an usher know.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Risen Savior
gave us:
All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.
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COMMUNION HYMN . . . “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum - Tune: French processional
Cranberry Book #257

COMMUNION HYMN . . . “What Feast of Love”
Text: Delores Dufner - Tune: English ballad – Cranberry Book #487

Singing Bowl
Please Stand
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
P: God for whom we wait, you come to us in the broken
bread and the cup we share.
All: Make us ready always to welcome Christ into our
hearts, and send us forth to be your people in the
world, announcing your coming among us in Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen
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POST COMMUNION THANKS . . . tune: “God Rest You
Merry, Gentlemen”
All: Oh, thank the Lord and sing His praise,
What He has done proclaim!
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice
And proudly bear His name
Who leads His thankful people forth
His promises to claim.
Oh, tidings of comfort and joy,
Comfort and joy,
Oh, tidings of comfort and joy!

SENDING HYMN . . . “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” vs. 1, 4
Text: Laurentius Laurenti – Tune: Swedish folk tune – Cranberry Book #244

Be Seated

DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace. Prepare the way.
All: Thanks be to God.
Please Stand
A Story that Sends Us Out to Love and Serve

BENEDICTION . . . tune: “O Little Town of Bethlehem”
L: Now may the good Lord bless and keep,
His love in you increase;
Lift up His face with shining grace,
And grant eternal peace.
All: To Father, Son and Spirit,
Eternal One-in-Three,
Be thanks and praise through all our days
And to eternity!
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“Love’s Pure Light” Candle Lighting Ceremony
words and music by Joel Raney © 2018 Hope Publishing Company
all rights reserved. Used by permission.
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