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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church                                             November 29, 2020 

38801 Blacow Road                                                           1st Sunday of Advent 

Fremont, CA 94536                                Ministers: The People of Holy Trinity 

Church: (510) 793-6285                                  Web Site: holytrinityfremont.org 
 

GATHERING . . . WORD . . . SENDING 
 

Click here for a video of the service. 
 

PRELUDE . . . “My Lord, What a Morning” 
 

WELCOME 
 

SINGING BOWL 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

L:  You alone, O Lord, are God. 

All:  Come down, O God! 

L:  You have done wonderful things in the past. 

All:  Come down, O God! 

L:  We need you here with us now. 

All:  Come down, O God! 

L:  We wait for you. 

All:  We wait with hope. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

All may make the sign of the cross. 

 

P:  Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, whose 

forgiveness is sure and whose steadfast love endures forever. 

All:  Amen. 

P:  Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not 

lived as God desires. 

 

Silence for Reflection 

https://holytrinityfremont.org/htlc-worship-service-for-nov-29-2020
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P: Loving and forgiving God, 

All:  we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our 

best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not welcomed the 

stranger; we have not loved our neighbor; we have not been 

Christ to one another. Restore us, O God. Wake us up and 

turn us from our sin. Renew us each day in the light of 

Christ. Amen. 

P:  People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace our 

sins are forgiven, and we are free— free from all that holds us 

back and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. 

All:  May we be strengthened in God’s love, comforted by 

Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the power of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen. 

 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING 

P:  We wait for You in the stillness. In the darkness before dawn. 

All:  We have heard of Your coming. 

P:  The prophet said, the people walking in darkness have seen a 

great light; 

All:  on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has 

dawned. 

P:  A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 

All:  from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 

P:  The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him– 

All:  the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 

P:  the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and 

of the fear of the LORD. 

All:  We wait in hope. 

 

Candle is lit. 

 

P: Let us pray: Gracious God, as we embark upon another Advent 

journey, we pray that we would be encouraged by hope, 

strengthened in unity, and inspired through faith. 
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All: May our ears be open and our hearts ready to receive the 

gift of hope embodied in the Word made flesh. We pray this 

in the name of Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

GREETING 

P: Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near! God 

is with you. 

All: And also with you. 
 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L:  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.  

All:  By your merciful protection awaken us to the threatening 

dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming 

of your new day, for you live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

GATHERING . . . WORD . . . SENDING 
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE WORD 

Reader:   Listen for God’s word coming to us in scripture.  

All: Our hearts and minds are open. 
  

FIRST READING . . . Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 

 shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 

 stir up your strength and come to help us. 

Restore us, O God; 

 let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

O LORD God of hosts, 

 how long will your anger fume when your people pray? 

You have fed them with the bread of tears; 

 you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 

 and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
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Restore us, O God of hosts; 

 let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 

 the one you have made so strong for yourself. 

And so will we never turn away from you; 

 give us life, that we may call upon your name. 

Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; 

 let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

 

SECOND READING . . . Mark 13:24-37 

[Jesus said:] “In those days, after that suffering, 

 the sun will be darkened, 

  and the moon will not give its light, 

 and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

  and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great 

power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his 

elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of 

heaven. 

  “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes 

tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near.  

So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is 

near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass 

away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will 

pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

  “But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in 

heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you 

do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a 

journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each 

with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 

watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master 

of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at 

cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes 

suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

Reader:   God be in our listening. God be in our understanding. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME . . .  Carmen Blair 

 

HOMILY . . . Pastor Tim 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

L:  Savior of the nations, come. Make your home here in us. 

All:  Feed us with your love, that our faith shine ever new and 

our lives reveal your light. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

L:  God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come 

quickly to this weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in 

need. We pray for the ministry we share in Christ’s name.  

Open our hearts to your call for justice, peace, and healing. 

Attune us to the needs of the world as you draw near. Hear us, 

O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

L:  We pray for this planet in need of restoration: for devastated 

habitats, polluted waters, thawing ice, blazing fires, swelling 

floods, and long-lasting droughts. Renew the face of the earth 

and our relationship to it. Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

L:  We pray for people who are in crisis as the seasons change: for 

those without homes facing severe weather, for those who are 

unemployed or underemployed, and for those in poverty or 

facing food insecurity. Relieve their burdens, sustain their 

bodies, and ease their minds. Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 
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L: We pray for the people in our families and congregation who 

live with depression, anxiety, chronic pain, addiction, and other 

invisible illnesses. Ease their suffering and support them when 

they struggle. Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

L:  Hear now the prayers of our hearts said silently or aloud.  

 

Here other prayers may be offered. 

 

L:  Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

L:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:  

All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 

kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 

trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

GATHERING . . . WORD . . . SENDING 

 

BENEDICTION 

P:  Stay awake, for God is coming. Prepare your heart, for God is 

near. 

All:  In the darkness, a candle of hope burns brightly. In the 

quiet, God speaks to us. 

P:  Go with joy, and remain aware and awake. Grace and peace to 

you, from God the creator, and from our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

All:  Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Prepare the way. 

All: Thanks be to God! 
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POSTLUDE . . . “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” 

 

SINGING BOWL 

 

 

Pastor:  Tim Huff 

Lay Liturgist and Reader:  Karen and Kiersten Narveson 

Music:  Leilani Camara 

Video Editing:  Carmen Blair 

Web and Social Media: Keith Hillesland and Kathy Miedema 

 

 


