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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church                                                December 6, 2020 

38801 Blacow Road                                                          2nd Sunday of Advent 

Fremont, CA 94536                                Ministers: The People of Holy Trinity 

Church: (510) 793-6285                                  Web Site: holytrinityfremont.org 
 

GATHERING . . . WORD . . . SENDING 

 

Click here for a video of the service. 

 

PRELUDE . . . “There’s a Voice in the Wilderness” 

 

WELCOME 

 

SINGING BOWL 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

L:  Lift up your voice. Lift it up, do not fear. 

All:  Feeding, gathering, carrying, leading: this is how God will 

come. 

L:  The old will pass away. A new world will dawn. 

All:  Love, faithfulness, righteousness, peace: these will mark 

God’s new day. 

L:  Love needs a path. Peace needs a highway. 

All:  Even as we wait, let us make a way for God: in our hearts 

and in our world. Let us worship God. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

All may make the sign of the cross. 

 

P:  Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, whose 

forgiveness is sure and whose steadfast love endures forever. 

All:  Amen. 

P:  Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not 

lived as God desires. 

https://holytrinityfremont.org/worship-service-for-dec-6-2020----second-sunday-of-advent
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Silence for Reflection 

 

P: Loving and forgiving God, 

All:  we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our 

best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not welcomed the 

stranger; we have not loved our neighbor; we have not been 

Christ to one another. Restore us, O God. Wake us up and 

turn us from our sin. Renew us each day in the light of 

Christ. Amen. 

P:  People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace 

your sins are forgiven, and you are free— free from all that 

holds you back and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. 

All:  May we be strengthened in God’s love, comforted by 

Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the power of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen. 

 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING 

P:  We wait for You in the stillness. In the darkness before dawn. 

All:  We wait in a small town, making preparations for You. 

P:  The prophet said “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you 

are small among the clans of Judah, 

All:  out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over 

Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.”  

P:  And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; 

for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, 

All:  to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the 

forgiveness of their sins, 

P:  because of the tender mercy of our God, 

All:  by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven to shine 

on those living in darkness 

P:  and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of 

peace.” 

All:  We wait in peace. 
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Candles are lit. 

 

P: Let us pray: Gracious God, we pray that you will help us to see 

glimpses of your peace in our fractured world. You alone are 

the Prince of Peace. 

All: Help us to remember this Advent that we can also be agents 

of peace to those around us and in our world. Help us to 

seek your perfect peace that surpasses all understanding. 

We pray this in the name of Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

GREETING 

P: Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near! God 

is with you. 

All: And also with you. 

 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L:  Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only 

Son.  

All:  By his coming strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

GATHERING . . . WORD . . . SENDING 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE WORD 

Reader:   Listen for God’s word coming to us in scripture.  

All: Our hearts and minds are open. 

  

FIRST READING . . . Isaiah 40:1-11 

Comfort, O comfort my people, 

 says your God. 

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

 and cry to her 
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that she has served her term, 

 that her penalty is paid, 

that she has received from the LORD’s hand 

 double for all her sins. 
 

A voice cries out: 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 

 make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be lifted up, 

 and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 

 and the rough places a plain. 

Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

 and all people shall see it together, 

 for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
 

A voice says, “Cry out!” 

 And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

All people are grass, 

 their constancy is like the flower of the field. 

The grass withers, the flower fades, 

 when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 

 surely the people are grass. 

The grass withers, the flower fades; 

 but the word of our God will stand forever. 

Get you up to a high mountain, 

 O Zion, herald of good tidings; 

lift up your voice with strength, 

 O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 

 lift it up, do not fear; 

say to the cities of Judah, 

 “Here is your God!” 

See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 

 and his arm rules for him; 

his reward is with him, 
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 and his recompense before him. 

He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 

 he will gather the lambs in his arms, 

and carry them in his bosom, 

 and gently lead the mother sheep. 

 

SECOND READING . . . Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 

You have been gracious to your land, O LORD; 

 you have restored the good fortune of Jacob. 

You have forgiven the iniquity of your people 

 and blotted out all their sins. 

I will listen to what the LORD God is saying; 

 for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn 

their hearts to you. 

Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, 

 that your glory may dwell in our land. 

Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; 

 righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, 

 and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 

The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, 

 and our land will yield its increase. 

Righteousness shall go before the LORD 

 and shall prepare for God a pathway. 

 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

Reader:   God be in our listening. God be in our understanding. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME . . .  Carmen Blair 

 

HOMILY . . . Pastor Tim 

 

OFFERING 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 

L:  Savior of the nations, come. Make your home here in us. 

All:  Feed us with your love, that our faith shine ever new and 

our lives reveal your light. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

L:  God of power and might, comfort your people and come 

quickly to this weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in 

need. Faithful God, you teach us to wait for you with 

faithfulness and patience. Sustain and support us in our doubts 

and questions. Nurture our faith as we discern and enact your 

mission. Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

L:  Loving God, you set the stars in the sky and breathe life into the 

earth. Renew the face of creation where it is in need of your 

healing touch. Mend the wounds of environmental damage and 

restore balance to ecosystems so that all creation can declare 

your praise. Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

L:  Leading God, you ask us to make uneven ground smooth. Make 

even the disparities between your people. Sustain and support 

people with physical and intellectual disabilities. Accompany 

disability advocates who work for a world accessible to all. 

Teach us to celebrate the great diversity in our midst. Hear us, 

O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

L: Tender God, you know sorrow and joy alike. We pray for those 

in our families and congregation who are not joyful in this 

holiday season. Comfort those who grieve, be a companion to 

all who are lonely, tend those who are sick or struggling with 

depression, and gather all people in your healing embrace. Hear 

us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

L:  Hear now the prayers of our hearts said silently or aloud.  
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Here other prayers may be offered. 

 

L:  Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

L:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:  

All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 

kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 

trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

GATHERING . . . WORD . . . SENDING 

 

BENEDICTION 

P:  Stay awake, for God is coming. Prepare your heart, for God is 

near. 

All:  In the darkness, a candle of peace burns brightly. In the 

quiet, God speaks to us. 

P:  Go with joy, and remain aware and awake. Grace and peace to 

you, from God the creator, and from our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

All:  Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Prepare the way. 

All: Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE . . . “The King Shall Come” 

 

SINGING BOWL 
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Music:  Leilani Camara 

Video Editing:  Carmen Blair 

Web and Social Media: Keith Hillesland and Kathy Miedema 

 


