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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church                                             December 20, 2020 

38801 Blacow Road                                                           4th Sunday of Advent 

Fremont, CA 94536                                Ministers: The People of Holy Trinity 

Church: (510) 793-6285                                  Web Site: holytrinityfremont.org 
 

GATHERING . . . WORD . . . SENDING 
 

Click here for a video of the service. 
 

PRELUDE . . . “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” 
 

WELCOME 
 

SINGING BOWL 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

L:  God has done great things for us in times past. God will do 

great things for us in days to come. 

All:  Rejoice in God our Savior. 

L:  Christ’s mercy is upon us, offering hope in times of despair. 

All:  Rejoice in God our Savior. 

L:  Christ’s love has made us whole. 

All:  Rejoice in God our Savior. 

L:  The Spirit’s power disarms our pride and prejudice. 

All:  Rejoice in God our Savior. 

L:  The Spirit’s power strengthens our mercy and compassion. 

All:  Rejoice in God our Savior. 

L:  Even as we are filled with love this day, may we go forth to 

nourish a world in need. 

All:  Rejoice in God our Savior. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

All may make the sign of the cross. 

 

 

https://holytrinityfremont.org/christmas-is-near-worship-service-for-dec-20-2020
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P:  Savior God, shine upon us with your grace. We long to align 

ourselves with the proud and the mighty. 

All:  Guide us to walk with those who are poor and weak. 

P:  When we yearn for riches and glory, 

All:  guide our hearts back to your thirst for justice and 

righteousness. 

P:  Remember us with mercy. 

All:  We desire to live as the household of faith you would have 

us be. 

P:  Help us live according to your gospel and trust that all things 

are possible in your love. 

All:  In Christ’s saving grace, we pray. Amen. 

 

Silence for Reflection 

 

P: Rejoice! God has looked with favor upon the powerless and the 

lowly. 

All:  Christ has come to redeem us from our sin. 

P:  The Spirit has strengthened us with the power of grace and 

love. 

All:  In the mercy of the triune God, we are forgiven. 

 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING 

P:  We wait for You in the stillness. In the darkness before dawn. 

All:  We hear the angels’ voices. We are overwhelmed. We are 

awe-struck. 

P:  I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the 

train of his robe filled the temple. Above him were seraphs, 

each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, 

with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 

And they were calling to one another: 

All:  “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is 

full of his glory.” 
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P:  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the 

highest, and on earth peace, good will toward all. 

All:  We wait in love. 

 

Candles are lit. 

 

P: Let us pray: Gracious God, as we continue our Advent journey, 

we pray that being rooted and established in love we may have 

the power to grasp how wide, how long, how high, and how 

deep is the love of Christ. True love was not only born at 

Christmas, but revealed for all to see. 

All: May we come to know this love in our lives and share it with 

those around us. We pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

GREETING 

P: Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near! God 

is with you. 

All: And also with you. 

 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L:  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.  

All:  With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin 

that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear 

your redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

GATHERING . . . WORD . . . SENDING 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE WORD 

Reader:   Listen for God’s word coming to us in scripture.  

All: Our hearts and minds are open. 
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READING . . . Luke 1:26-38 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 

Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name 

was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And 

he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with 

you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what 

sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be 

afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will 

conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 

Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, 

and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 

David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 

kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this 

be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will 

come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 

you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son 

of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 

conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to 

be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary 

said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according 

to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

  
RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

Reader:   God be in our listening. God be in our understanding. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME . . .  Carmen Blair 
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SERMON IN SONG . . . Choir of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
 

Christmas: A First-Person Perspective 
 

“Breath of Heaven” 

“Guard Him, Joseph” 

“Star of Wonder” 

“Sing Gloria” 

“Where Shepherds Lately Knelt” 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

L:  Just as our souls magnify the Lord, may our offerings glorify 

God. 

All:  Surely, we are blessed. 

L:  We rejoice in the mercy that you have shown us from 

generation to generation. 

All:  We remember the powerful promise you bring: hope to the 

hopeless and strength to the weak. 

L:  With joy, we pray in gratitude and praise. 

All:  Amen. 

 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

L:  God of power and might, fulfill your promise and come quickly 

to this weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need. 

Gracious God, all generations call you blessed. In this holy 

season we pray for our neighbors of other denominations and 

faiths. Inspire the faith of their people. Cultivate understanding 

among us and strengthen us in love and service to our 

community. Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

L:  Righteous God, you humble the powerful and lift up the lowly. 

We pray for the leaders of all nations, that they amplify the 

voices of people in need. Guide all people entrusted with 
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leadership, to create societies in which everyone can flourish. 

Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

L:  Compassionate God, you fill the hungry with good things and 

send the rich away empty. Nourish those who lack access to 

adequate food and nutrition. Bless the work of advocates, 

community organizers, and food pantries. Encourage others to 

provide for their neighbors in need. Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

L: Healing God, you pour out mercy to all who cry out to you. 

Surround everyone in need of healing in body, mind, or spirit 

with your tender presence. Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

L:  Hear now the prayers of our hearts said silently or aloud.  
 

Here other prayers may be offered. 
 

L:  Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

L:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:  

All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 

kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 

trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

GATHERING . . . WORD . . . SENDING 
 

BENEDICTION 

P:  May God strengthen you according to the gospel. May the 

proclamation of Jesus Christ dwell in your hearts and in your 

lives 

All:  And may the power of the Holy Spirit be with us now and 

forevermore. Amen. 
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DISMISSAL 

L: We conclude with the Dismissal: 

 Go in peace. Prepare the way. 

All: Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE . . . “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness” 

 

SINGING BOWL 

 

 

Pastor:  Tim Huff 

Lay Liturgist and Reader:  Art and Cheryl Kuhlmann 

Music:  Leilani Camara 

Video Editing:  Carmen Blair 

Web and Social Media: Keith Hillesland and Kathy Miedema 

 

 


