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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church                                                  January 03, 2021 

38801 Blacow Road                                          Christmas 2 / Epiphany Sunday 

Fremont, CA 94536                                Ministers: The People of Holy Trinity 

Church: (510) 793-6285                                  Web Site: holytrinityfremont.org 

 

GATHERING . . . WORD . . . SENDING 

 

Click here for a video of the service. 

 

PRELUDE . . . “As with Gladness Men of Old” 

 

WELCOME 

 

SINGING BOWL 

 

GREETING 

P: God of Advent, of waiting and hoping, 

All: keep our hearts expectant, ready for your coming among us.  

P: God of Christmas, of celebration and rejoicing, 

All: make our hearts glad with the joy nothing can take from 

us.  

P: God of Epiphany, of hiding and making known,  

All: fill our hearts with wonder at the revelation of your glory 

that we have seen in Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

L:  We gather: 

All:  a community of faith in God’s subversive world. 

L:  We gather to celebrate that no darkness can extinguish light, 

All:  to remember that love will always be more powerful than 

death, 

L:  and to trust that peace will always be stronger than violence. 

All:  We gather, people of faith in the light of God’s world. 

 

 

https://holytrinityfremont.org/happy-new-year-jan-3-2021-worship-service
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

All may make the sign of the cross. 
 

P:  We thank you God that you know what it is to be human - 

fragile and vulnerable, 

All:  searching for ways to stay alive in dangerous and 

complicated times. 

P:  We thank you that you know the struggles and temptations of 

living in darkness. 

All:  And we thank you that you give light to the world. 

P:  We confess that sometimes it’s easier to stay in the shadows, 

where things can stay hidden, where people can’t see our 

cracks and flaws. 

All:  Cast your light on our darkness and forgive us, God of love. 

P:  We confess that we have at times brought darkness into the 

world by our anger, our selfishness, our violence. 

All:  Cast your light on our darkness and forgive us, God of love. 

P:  We confess that we are sometimes skeptical of light and find it 

easier to trust its absence. 

All:  Cast your light on our darkness and forgive us, God of love. 

P: And in this silence, bring the confessions that are on our hearts 

and minds into the light of God’s love. 

 

Silence for Reflection 

 

P: Hear the good news of the psalmist’s proclamation: 

All:  If I say, “Surely the darkness will overwhelm me, and the 

light around me will be night,” 

P: Even the darkness is not dark to God, and the night is as bright 

as the day. 

All:  The God who promised never to leave us or forsake us HAS 

come to us in Jesus Christ 

P: who binds up the brokenhearted. 

All:  heals all our infirmities, 



4 

 

P: and relieves our burden of sin. 

All:  So arise, shine; for your light has come, 

P: And the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

All:  Thanks be to God! 

 

LITANY FOR EPIPHANY 

L: Christmas is over, the presents unwrapped. The darkness of our 

nights threatens to take over our lives. 

All: Light of the world, shine in our hearts. 

L: Into the quiet of a tiny country, ruled by a faraway emperor. 

Magi came from another place to encounter God. 

All: Light of the world, shine in our hearts. 

L: You have greater gifts yet to share with us; reveal more of your 

great love for us this day. 

All: Light of the world, shine in our hearts. 

L: Remind us, that like the Magi, we have seen you and we have 

gifts from you to open for the world. 

All: Light of the world, shine in our hearts, that the world may 

know your glory and love. 

 

PRAYER FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY IN THE NEW YEAR 

L:  Let us pray: Lord of yesterday, today, and tomorrow, we gather 

here this first Sunday of the New Year, 

All:  in a mixture of hope, anticipation, fear, excitement, and 

expectation. 

L:  We do not know what the year holds for us. 

All:  there are things we are afraid of: worries about health and 

family, job security and finances. 

L:  There is much to look forward to – 

All:  weddings or anniversaries or baptisms, holidays to enjoy, 

friends to laugh with. 

L:  Creator, the coming year is full of uncertainty and hope. 

All:  Whatever the year holds for us, though, we trust You, and 

we place every day of this year in your care 



5 

 

L:  knowing that, as in the past, You are with us, 

All:  caring for us with constant love. 

L:  And so, God, we place ourselves into your keeping 

All:  and dedicate our lives to your service through Jesus Christ, 

your Son, our Savior. Amen.   

 

GATHERING . . . WORD . . . SENDING 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE WORD 

Reader:   On this first Sunday of 2021 we will have two Gospel 

readings. John is for the Second Sunday of Christmas and 

Matthew is for Epiphany.  

All: With all the power you have given us, let us be silent and 

open to listening... for nourishment, comfort, for 

challenge and new focus. Amen. 

 

READING . . . John 1:1-18 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came 

into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 

being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the 

light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 

did not overcome it. 

  There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came 

as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through 

him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 

world. 

  He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; 

yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and 

his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who 

believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who 

were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of 

man, but of God. 
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  And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 

seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and 

truth. (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I 

said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was 

before me.’ ”) From his fullness we have all received, grace upon 

grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth 

came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the 

only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him 

known.  

  

READING . . . Matthew 2:1-12 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 

Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is 

the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his 

star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King 

Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and 

calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 

inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, 

“In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

  are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

 for from you shall come a ruler 

  who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 

  Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from 

them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to 

Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when 

you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay 

him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 

ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 

stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the 

star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the 

house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down 

and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 

offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been 
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warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own 

country by another road. 

 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

Reader:   Word of God, word of light. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

HOMILY . . . Pastor Tim 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

L: Come into Christ’s light with your gifts. They need not be gold 

or precious oil.   

All: Gifts of love and compassion are the greatest treasures of all. 

 

OFFERING 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

L: God with us: You came as a baby to a manger. 

All: You slept on straw and greeted shepherds. 

L: You come again in bread and wine. 

All: Remind us how good you are at blessing ordinary things. 

L: And then, through these gifts, help us to bless the lives of others 

All: in the strength of your holy name. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

L:  Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for 

the church, the world, and all who are in need. Glorious God, 

fill your church with joy. Let your faithful people live as 

beacons of your redemption. Give wisdom and courage to your 

church that it may speak with boldness and confidence, even 

when words of mercy are met with scorn. Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 
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L:  Show us your faithfulness in the rising and setting of the sun. 

Place wonder into the hearts of those who search the skies and 

explore the heavens. Curb waste and pollution, that all might 

have clean air to breathe. Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

L:  Come quickly with your healing power to all who seek love, 

support, and restoration. Dispel fears and shadows. Restore 

broken relationships and mend broken hearts. Bring relief to 

those who are sick or struggling. Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

L: Send traveling mercies upon all who journey home by other 

roads. Guard refugees, immigrants, and asylum seekers. Protect 

families fleeing conflict in their homelands or abuse in their 

homes. Tend to those who have no place to lay their heads. 

Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

L:  Hear now the prayers of our hearts said silently or aloud.  
 

Here other prayers may be offered. 

 

L:  Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

L:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 

us:  

All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 

kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 

trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

GATHERING . . . WORD . . . SENDING 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME . . . Pastor Tim 
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CANDLE LIGHTING 

 

You are invited to light candles in your own homes. 

 

WORDS FOR THE JOURNEY 

P:     Jesus said to go into all the world - into the big cities and small 

towns.   

All:  We will love as Jesus loved.  

P:     Jesus said to feed the hungry, shelter the homeless, heal the 

sick, visit the imprisoned. 

All:  We will love as Jesus loved. 

P:     And ask for nothing in return. Expect nothing in return.   

All:   We will love as Jesus loved.  

P:     Love without expectation. Love without strings attached.  

All:   We will love as Jesus loved.  

P:     Jesus loved for no other reason than to love. We will do the 

same.  

All:  We will love as Jesus loved. Amen. 

 

LIGHTS OF THE CHRISTMAS TREE GO OUT 

P: May the Word that Mary brought to birth carry you into new 

and abundant life. 

All: Amen. 

P: May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms enfold you with 

love and strength. 

All: Amen. 

P: May the Word that angels proclaimed in song bring harmony to 

our world. 

All: Amen. 

P: Go out as Christ’s true lights, dispersing darkness, for Christ’s 

grace, power, love and peace go with you. 

All: Amen 
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DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Share the light of God. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE . . . “Bright and Glorious Is the Sky” 
 

SINGING BOWL 

 

 

Pastor:  Tim Huff 

Lay Liturgist & Readers:  Ann, Zach, & Alex Harren 

Music:  Leilani Camara 

Video Editing:  Carmen Blair 

Web and Social Media: Keith Hillesland and Kathy Miedema 

 

 


