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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church                                                  January 17, 2021 

38801 Blacow Road                                                  2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

Fremont, CA 94536                                Ministers: The People of Holy Trinity 

Church: (510) 793-6285                                  Web Site: holytrinityfremont.org 
 

GATHERING . . . WORD . . . SENDING 

 

Click here for a video of the service. 

 

PRELUDE . . . “Here I Am, Lord” 

 

WELCOME 

 

SINGING BOWL 

 

INVOCATION 

P: O God, whose light dances across eternity, dazzle us into your 

presence this new year.  

All:  Open our hearts to the mystery of your love. 

P:  Awaken us to your presence, knit to the ordinary. 

All:  Reveal to us what is possible, but not yet present. 

P:  Heal us, that we might be healers. 

All:  Reconcile us to you and to ourselves. 

P:  Stop us often, we pray 

All:  with news that is good 

P:  with hope that holds 

All:  with truth that transforms 

P:  May the word of your grace guide our steps like the sun by day 

All:  and the north star by night, as we travel into the gift of a 

new year. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://holytrinityfremont.org/worship-service-for-jan-17-2021
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CALL TO WORSHIP 

L: In the shadows of the night, God calls us. 

All: Here I am, for you called me. 

L: In the daylight, God calls us. 

All: Here I am, for you called me.  

L: God calls to each of us by name. 

All: Here I am, for you called me.  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

All may make the sign of the cross. 
 

P: Holy God, we confess that we do not always love our neighbor. 

All: We confess that we have despised others, even to the point 

of hatred. 

P: We confess that we have been hurt by others. 

All: We confess that forgiveness and reconciliation at times are 

just impossible for us. 

P: We know nothing is impossible in You. 

All: We come to You, seeking healing and wholeness for us. 

P: Help us, whenever possible, to live in peace with others, 

All: to seek reconciliation and healing and forgiveness. 

P: For Your Son came and lived among us, was betrayed and 

denied, abused and put to death. He rose again, and came with 

the message of peace to those who had denied him and 

abandoned him. 

All: May we walk in his ways. Amen. 
 

Silence for Reflection 
 

P: For nothing is impossible with God. There is no place we can go, 

All: no end of the earth we can run, where God cannot find us. 

P: There is nothing on earth or beyond death that can separate us 

from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. We are forgiven. 

We are loved. 

All: We are reconciled to God. We live in the love of God. 
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LITANY . . . “God, You Are Calling” by Joanie Thurman Williams 

L:  Gentle and patient 

All:  God, you are calling. 

L:  Careful and persistent 

All:  God, you are calling. 

L:  In grieving and in praise 

All:  God, you are calling. 

L:  Through dawn and midday 

All:  God, you are calling. 

L:  Unexpected and planned 

All:  God, you are calling. 

L:  In a still small voice and in power 

All:  God, you are calling. 

L: Spontaneous and prepared 

All: God, you are calling. 

L: Willing or protected 

All: God, you are calling. 

L: Our God is eager to share with us, wherever we are in our 

journey. May we be diligent to listen. 

All: God, you are calling. 

 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L:  Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, 

for the countless blessings and benefits you give. 

All:  May we know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and 

follow you more nearly, day by day praising you, with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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GATHERING . . . WORD . . . SENDING 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE WORD 

Reader:   We are here, O God, waiting to hear your word. 

All: Help us recognize your voice as we listen for your 

guidance. 

Reader:   Search our hearts and open them to your call. 

All: We are ready for your word of love. 

  

FIRST READING . . . 1 Samuel 3:1-20 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The 

word of the LORD was rare in those days; visions were not 

widespread. 

  At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he 

could not see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not 

yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, 

where the ark of God was. Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” 

and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for 

you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he 

went and lay down. The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up 

and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he 

said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now Samuel did not 

yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been 

revealed to him. The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he 

got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” 

Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. Therefore Eli 

said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, 

‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and 

lay down in his place. 

  Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! 

Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 

Then the LORD said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do something in 

Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. On 

that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his 
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house, from beginning to end. For I have told him that I am about to 

punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his 

sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. Therefore 

I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be 

expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.” 

  Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the 

house of the LORD. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. But Eli 

called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here I am.” Eli 

said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May 

God do so to you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all 

that he told you.” So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing 

from him. Then he said, “It is the LORD; let him do what seems good 

to him.” 

  As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his 

words fall to the ground. And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew 

that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the LORD. 

 

GOSPEL . . . John 1:43-51 

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said 

to him, “Follow me.” Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of 

Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have 

found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, 

Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him, “Can 

anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and 

see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, 

“Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael 

asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw 

you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” Nathanael replied, 

“Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus 

answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under 

the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” And he said to 

him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the 

angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

Reader:   Holy Mystery, you know us more intimately than we know 

ourselves. 

All:  Open our hearts to your invitation and give us the 

courage to follow. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME . . .  Pastor Tim 

 

HOMILY . . . Pastor Tim 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

L: Come into Christ’s light with your gifts.  

All: They need not be gold or precious oil. Gifts of love and 

compassion are the greatest treasures of all. 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

L:  God, you are the source of all goodness and life. 

All: We bring our offering to you this day, knowing that all we 

have comes from you. 

L: We hear your call and we answer, bringing all that we have and 

all that we are. 

All: Use our gifts, our talents, and our bodies for your work of 

peace and justice. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

L:  Let us pray the Prayer of the Church: 

 Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our 

prayers for the church, the world, and all people in need. For the 

body of Christ gathered throughout the world and for all 

servants of the gospel, that following Jesus, the church lives out 

its calling every day, let us pray. 

All:  Have Mercy, O God. 
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L:  For the well-being of creation, for plants and animals, and for 

all that God has marvelously made, that we serve as wise 

stewards of Earth, our home, let us pray. 

All:  Have Mercy, O God. 

L:  For police officers and firefighters, for attorneys and paralegals, 

for peacekeepers and military personnel, and for the leaders of 

governments, that they provide protection to all people, 

especially the most vulnerable, let us pray. 

All:  Have Mercy, O God. 

L: For those lacking food or shelter, for those who are sick or 

grieving, and for those who are imprisoned or homebound, that 

God console all who suffer, let us pray. 

All:  Have Mercy, O God. 

L:  Hear now the prayers of our hearts said silently or aloud.  

 

Here other prayers may be offered. 

 

L:  Let us pray. 

All:  Have Mercy, O God. 

L:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 

us:  

All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 

kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 

trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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GATHERING . . . WORD . . . SENDING 
 

BENEDICTION 

P: God, who knows us better than we know ourselves, calls us to 

follow. 

All: We go in Jesus’s name to share the good news of God’s love. 

P: Go in peace, knowing that God loves you. 

All: We follow the call of Love and go with God’s abundant 

blessing. 
 

DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Be the Light of God. 

All: Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE . . . “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” 
 

SINGING BOWL 

 

 

Pastor:  Tim Huff 

Lay Liturgist:  Dean Sieglaff 

Reader:  Sharon Pickering 

Music:  Leilani Camara 

Video Editing:  Carmen Blair 

Web and Social Media: Keith Hillesland and Kathy Miedema 

 

 


