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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church                                                      April 18, 2021 

38801 Blacow Road                                                            3rd Sunday of Easter   

Fremont, CA 94536                                Ministers: The People of Holy Trinity 

Office: (510) 793-6285                                   Web Site: holytrinityfremont.org 

 

 

Click here for a video of the service. 

 

GATHERING . . . WORD . . . SENDING 

 

PRELUDE . . . “Lord, You Give the Great Commission” 

 

WELCOME 

 

SINGING BOWL 

 

With the help of the Spirit, look within. See what burdens 

may be lifted, what obstacles may be removed, 

what new life and promise await us. 

 

EASTER GREETING 

P: Christ is risen! 

All: Alleluia! 

P:  the tomb is empty! 

All: Alleluia! 

P: Christ is alive! 

All: Alleluia! 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

L:  Come, walk in the light. 

All:  We walk together as children of light and love. 

L:  Come, gather in the love of God. 

All:  We gather together as children of light and love. 

 

 

https://holytrinityfremont.org/worship-service-for-april-18-2021
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THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

All:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

P:  Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give 

thanks for the gift of baptism.  We thank you, risen Christ, for 

these waters where you make us new,  

All:  leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 

P:  We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the 

grace-filled waters of rebirth, 

All:  like rains to our thirsting earth, 

P:  like streams that revive our souls, 

All:  like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 

P:  Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 

Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 

All:  Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 

P:  Make us one, risen Christ. 

All:  Cleanse our hearts. 

P:  Shower us with life. 

All:  To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory 

of God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

GREETING 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the fountain of living 

water, the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. 

All: Amen. 

 

EASTER LITANY . . . “Resurrection Light” by Annabel Shilson-

Thomas 

L:  Risen Christ, when darkness overwhelms us 

All:  may your dawn beckon. 

L:  When fear paralyses us 

All:  may your touch release us.  

L:  When grief torments us   

All:  may your peace enfold us. 
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L:  When memories haunt us  

All:  may your presence heal us. 

L:  When justice fails us 

All:  may your anger ignite us.  

L:  When apathy stagnates us   

All:  may your challenge renew us. 

L:  When courage leaves us  

All:  may your spirit inspire us. 

L:  When despair grips us 

All:  may your hope restore us.  

L:  And when death threatens us   

All:  may your resurrection light lead us. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L:  Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s 

resurrection.  

All:  By the grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the 

power of the resurrection in all that we say and do, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE WORD 

Reader: God of light and love, 

All: open our hearts to your message of unity. 

Reader: Open our minds to the light of your wisdom. 

All: Open our lives to the call of your Spirit. 

Reader: Reveal to us your holy presence, 

All: as we listen and learn this day. In the name of Christ, we 

pray. Amen. 
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FIRST READING . . . 1 John 3:1-7 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called 

children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does 

not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s 

children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do 

know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see 

him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, 

just as he is pure. 

  Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is 

lawlessness. You know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in 

him there is no sin. No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins 

has either seen him or known him. Little children, let no one deceive 

you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is 

righteous. 

 

GOSPEL . . . Luke 24:36b-48 

Jesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be 

with you.” They were startled and terrified, and thought that they 

were seeing a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and 

why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; 

see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have 

flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And when he had said this, 

he showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were 

disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything 

here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and 

ate in their presence. 

  Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you 

while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the 

law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then 

he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to 

them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from 

the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins 

is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 

Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.” 
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

Reader: Word of God, word of life. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME . . . Pastor Tim 

 

HOMILY . . . Pastor Tim 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

L: With grateful hearts, let us share a portion of the bounty God 

has given us. 

All: We do so as an act of faith, and in support of God’s work in 

this congregation and the world. 

 

THANKFUL OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

L:   Generous God, we are sharing these gifts, that they may be used 

for the common good. 

All: Bless these gifts with the power of your Holy Spirit. 

L:   Bless us with a spirit of unity and love. 

All: And bless our ministries, that we may bring your message of 

unity and love for all the world to know. In your Holy 

Spirit, we pray. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

L:  Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we 

bring our prayers before God who promises to hear us and 

answer in steadfast love. Living God, in the midst of Easter joy 

we are still filled with questions and wondering. Open our 

hearts and minds as we encounter the scriptures, so that the 

church embodies repentance and forgiveness in the name of 

Jesus to all nations. Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 
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L:  Creating God, like a master artist you have fashioned the 

universe out of your love and delight. Heal your creation where 

it is in need of restoration. Provide all the inhabitants of earth a 

peaceful and sustainable home. Hear us, O God. 

All: Your mercy is great. 

L:  Healing God, you hear the cries of those in need and answer 

them in their distress. Grant to those who are sick and suffering 

your compassion and nurse them back to health and wholeness. 

Be close to the hearts of the lonely. Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

L:  Loving Parent, you have given us such love that we should be 

called the children of God. Reveal yourself to us so that we in 

this community of faith will become more and more like you in 

our mutual love and bold witness. Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

L: Hear now the prayers of our hearts said either silently or aloud. 

 

Here other prayers may be offered. 

 

L:  Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

L:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:  

All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 

kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 

trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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BLESSING 

P:  When it takes hold, resurrection doesn’t let go, 

All:  it shakes the dead awake, 

P:  it shakes the darkness from the light,  

All:  it shakes the silence from our throats and it wrestles death 

from all that is dying. 

P:  Let us go out into the world and in the upheaval of resurrection  

All:  seek out the life. Alleluia! 

 

DISMISSAL 

L: You are marked with the cross of Christ. 

All: We go forth to love and serve God. 

 

POSTLUDE . . . “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing” 

 

SINGING BOWL 

 

 

Pastor:  Tim Huff 

Lay Liturgists and Readers:  The Miedema family 

Music:  Leilani Camara 

Video Editing:  Carmen Blair 

Web and Social Media: Keith Hillesland and Kathy Miedema 

 

 


