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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church                                           August 1, 2021 

38801 Blacow Road                                        10th Sunday after Pentecost 

Fremont, CA 94536                       Ministers: The People of Holy Trinity 

Church: (510) 793-6285                        Web Site: holytrinityfremont.org 

 

GATHERING . . . WORD . . . SENDING 

 

Click here for a video of the service. 

 

PRELUDE . . . “Here I Am, Lord” vs. 1,4 

Favorite Hymn of Katarina Di Paola 

 

WELCOME 

 

SINGING BOWL 

 

During the ringing of the bowl, you are encouraged to 

center your thoughts on God the Creator, Christ the Redeemer, 

and the Holy Spirit our Comforter. 

 

INVOCATION 

P: We gather together to celebrate the joy in our lives. 

All:  God's love fills our hearts to overflowing with laughter. 

P:  We gather, in God's presence, to find comfort and hope for 

our pain. 

All:  God's grace wipes away our tears and knits us together 

as one people. 

P:  We gather together, in God's presence, to worship God in 

faith and truth. 

All:  Alleluia! Amen! 

 

 

 

 

 

https://holytrinityfremont.org/worship-service-for-aug-1-2021
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CALL TO WORSHIP 

L:  Why have you come to this place? 

All:  We are tired in body and spirit. 

L:  Why have you come today? 

All:  We have come to follow Jesus. 

L:  Come and eat your fill. 

All:  But there are only five barley loaves and two fish. 

L:  There is plenty for all. 

All:  Jesus gathers the fragments of our lives, that nothing 

may be lost. Come! Let us worship. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

All may make the sign of the cross. 
 

P:  Gracious God, pour out your mercy on us. Where there is 

despair,    

All:  fill us with hope. 

P:  Where there is sorrow, 

All:  fill us with comfort. 

P:  Where there is sin, 

All:  fill us with forgiveness. 

P:  Where there is hatred,   

All:  fill us with love. 

P:  Where there is worry, 

All:  fill us with assurance. 

P:  Gather us in the arms of your grace and glory, 

All:  that we may reflect your glory with honor and praise 

all the days of our lives. 

P:  In your holy name, we pray. 

All:  Amen. 

 

Silence for Reflection 
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

P:  God, who saves, is amongst us now: filling our lives with 

grace, 

All:  forgiving us and making us one, perfecting all of 

creation, through the mercy of God’s steadfast love. 

 

LITANY . . . “God of the Dance” by Nancy C. Townley 

L: In the beginning...... 

All: The dance began to swirl and ponder. 

L: In the beginning, all was dark. 

All: And the dance cast forth bright light. 

L: In the beginning, the earth burst forth with wondrous 

things, creatures of all sorts, mountains and hills, vast seas 

and rivers, valleys and desert areas. 

All: And the God of the Dance saw that it was good and 

blessed it all. 

L: In our beginning, God blessed us. 

All: And the dance went on, through our lives, into all that 

we have done. 

L: Sometimes the dance was slow and plodding; at other 

times it was sprightly and fast. 

All: Yet in the midst of it all, the God of the Dance is with us. 

L: This dance, called Life, is everywhere— 

All: in the light and in the dark. 

L: It is in places of hope and in places of deepest sorrow and 

tragedy. 

All: How shall we dance our dance for God? 

L: We shall live lives of hope and peace, bringing the good 

news of Jesus Christ and all that he taught to us, so that 

others may join the dance. 

All: Praise be to the God of the Dance, the God of Creation, 

the God of Life! Amen. 
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L:  O God, eternal goodness, immeasurable love, you place 

your gifts before us; we eat and are satisfied. 

All:  Fill us and this world in all its need with the life that 

comes only from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen. 

 

GATHERING . . . WORD . . . SENDING 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE WORD 

Reader:   God, teach us how to dance to the rhythm of your 

wisdom;  

All: show us how to laugh 

Reader:   so that we can live for the praise of your glory in Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

READING . . . Ephesians 4:1-16 

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life 

worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all 

humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another 

in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in 

the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you 

were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, 

one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and 

through all and in all. 

  But each of us was given grace according to the measure of 

Christ’s gift. Therefore it is said, 

 “When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive; 

  he gave gifts to his people.” 

(When it says, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had 

also descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who 

descended is the same one who ascended far above all the 

heavens, so that he might fill all things.) The gifts he gave were 



6 

 

that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, 

some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of 

ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come 

to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 

to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. We must 

no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by 

every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness 

in deceitful scheming. But speaking the truth in love, we must 

grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 

from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every 

ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working 

properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in 

love. 

 

GOSPEL . . . John 6:24-35 

When the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were 

[beside the sea,] they themselves got into the boats and went to 

Capernaum looking for Jesus. 

  When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said 

to him, “Rabbi, when did you come here?” Jesus answered 

them, “Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not 

because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the 

loaves. Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food 

that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. 

For it is on him that God the Father has set his seal.” Then they 

said to him, “What must we do to perform the works of God?” 

Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe 

in him whom he has sent.” So they said to him, “What sign are 

you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe 

you? What work are you performing? Our ancestors ate the 

manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread 

from heaven to eat.’ ” Then Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell 

you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but 

it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. For 
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the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and 

gives life to the world.” They said to him, “Sir, give us this 

bread always.” 

  Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to 

me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never 

be thirsty.” 

 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

Reader: Jesus feeds us in our need. 

All:  We are sustained by God’s loving Spirit. 

Reader: Jesus brings us hope. 

All:  We are strengthened by God’s mercy and grace. 

Reader: Jesus gathers the lost and the scattered. 

All:  We are reclaimed by God’s saving love. In Jesus, we 

are made whole. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME . . .  Pastor Tim 

 

HOMILY . . . Pastor Tim 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

L: With what shall we bring our praise and honor to God? 

All: As we bring offerings and gifts this day, we are invited 

to reflect on the myriad ways we might offer our words, 

our actions, our lives, and our very being in praise and 

honor to God. 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

L: Compassionate Shepherd, accept these gifts as signs of our 

gratitude 

All: for the generous gifts you give us; gifts flowing from 

the eternal stream of your grace. Amen. 
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THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

L:  Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our 

prayers for the church, the world, and all of creation. You 

command the clouds above and cause the wind to blow in 

the heavens. Watch over deserts and wilderness places. 

Regenerate rainforests, defend species at risk of extinction, 

and strengthen the work of conservation organizations. 

Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

L:  You summon leaders to respond to the needs of your 

people. Instill those who govern with patience when 

confronted with grievances and perseverance in seeking 

what promotes the well-being of the community. Hear us, 

O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

L:  You draw near to those who cry out for help. Feed those 

who are hungry, reassure those who are despairing, and 

accompany those who are imprisoned. Rain down the true 

bread from heaven that gives life to the world. Hear us, O 

God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

L:  You receive all who come seeking a sign of grace. Make 

this congregation a place of hospitality for those 

accustomed to rejection. To those who have felt excluded 

here or elsewhere, prepare us to welcome them in the name 

of Christ. Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

L:  Hear now the prayers of our hearts said silently or aloud.  
 

Here other prayers may be offered. 
 

L:  Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

L:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 

taught us:  
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All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 

kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 

from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

GATHERING . . . WORD . . . SENDING 

 

BENEDICTION 

P:  In the Spirit of peace, we go into the world. May we share 

the unity and love we have found here, 

All:  that others may touch the presence of Christ’s peace, 

and the grace of God’s love. 

 

DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

All: Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE . . . “Pass It On” 

Favorite Hymn of Karen Narveson 

 

SINGING BOWL 

 

 


