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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church                                             November 28, 2021 

38801 Blacow Road                                                           1st Sunday of Advent 

Fremont, CA 94536                                Ministers: The People of Holy Trinity 

Church: (510) 793-6285                                  Web Site: holytrinityfremont.org 
 

 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

HOMESICK (HOPE) 
 

GATHERING . . . WORD . . . SENDING 

 

Click here for a video of the service. 

 

PRELUDE . . . “My Lord, What a Morning” vs. 1,2 

 

WELCOME 

 

SINGING BOWL 

 

During the ringing of the bowl, you are encouraged to 

center your thoughts on God the Creator, Christ the Redeemer, and 

the Holy Spirit our Comforter. 

 

INVOCATION 

P: God, who are the Most High, you have a surprising preference 

for people who are humble and who expect everything from you. 

All: You chose Mary, the unassuming virgin from Nazareth, to 

become the mother of your Son Jesus. 

P: Through your Holy Spirit make us aware of the poverty of our 

hearts, that we may be open to you and welcome you, be ready, 

like Mary, to serve you and your plans, and expect everything 

from you. 

All: Come to us and give yourself to us through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

https://holytrinityfremont.org/hi-friends
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CALL TO WORSHIP 

L:  Can one be homesick for something you’ve never known? 

All:  We are homesick for a just world, for peace like rivers, for 

the end of suffering. 

L:  Yes, we are homesick— 

All:  for joy that is contagious, for nations that feel like 

neighbors, and for hospitals that run empty. 

L:  We are homesick for the world God promises. 

All:  We are homesick, but we are on our way. 

L:  God is here. God is still creating. 

All:  Let us worship our Creator. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

All may make the sign of the cross. 

 

P:  When we call upon God to confess that we’ve messed up, or 

forgotten something, or overlooked the truth, God answers with 

grace. 

All:  God answers with love. 

P:  So let us confess today, knowing that nothing could keep God 

from loving us. 

All: Gracious God, we find ourselves with two options every 

day—to stay homesick for the world you had in mind, or to 

allow cynicism to win. Do we hope against hope, or do we 

throw in the towel? Do we insist on a better world, or do we 

assume it’s impossible? Forgive us for the days when 

cynicism wins. Forgive us for numbing our homesick hurt 

instead of using it to fuel a better world. Kindle in us a hope 

that won’t let go. Gratefully we pray, amen. 

 

Silence for Reflection 
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P: Children of God, even when we throw in the towel, even when 

we give up on hope, God does not give up on us. 

All:  We are loved. We are claimed. 

P:  We are invited closer to God’s home. So hear and trust this 

good news: 

All:  There is room for us in God’s house, and nothing can 

separate us from that love. We are claimed. We are 

forgiven. We are welcomed home. Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING 

P:  We hope for a world where all are fed. 

All:  We hope for a world with more bridges than walls. 

P:  We hope for a world with wide open doors. 

All:  We hope for a world with contagious laughter. 

P:  We hope for a world where trees grow tall and creeks run 

clean. 

All:  We hope for a world where all people feel at home—in their 

bodies, in the church, in their physical homes. 

P:  We hope for that world. 

All:  We long for that world. 

P:  We are homesick for that world. 

All:  So today we light the candle of hope, because hope keeps 

our hearts alive as we wait. 
 

Candle is lit. 
 

P:  May this light be a reminder that the wait is always worth it. 

All:  We are close to home. May we carry hope with us. Amen.  

 

GREETING 

P: Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Messiah is near! 

God is with you. 

All: And also with you. 

 

 



5 

 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L:  God of the stars and God of our hearts—  

All:  our days will pass but your words will last. 

L:  The earth might fade but your words will last.  

All:  Our memories might blur but your words will last. 

L:  The grass will wither but your words will last.  

All:  The sky could go dark and your words would last. 

L:  So as we listen today, help us to hold onto what will last.   

All:  Help us hold onto you. Gratefully we pray, amen. 
 

GATHERING . . . WORD . . . SENDING 
 

INTRODUCTION TO THE WORD 

Reader:   Make your ways known, O God, in the reading of today’s 

scriptures.  

All: Teach us your paths, and open the gates of understanding. 

Reader: Lead us into your truth, and instruct our hearts, 

All: for you are the God of our salvation. 
 

READING . . . 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that 

we feel before our God because of you? Night and day we pray most 

earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is 

lacking in your faith. 

  Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct 

our way to you. And may the Lord make you increase and abound in 

love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for 

you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may 

be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord 

Jesus with all his saints. 
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

Reader:   In this season of Advent, O God, teach us to read the signs 

of the times, and help us wait patiently for the coming of 

your Son. 

All: For he is our righteous branch, and we need his justice 

and mercy to meet the challenges and adversities in our 

world. Amen. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P: The holy gospel according to John, chapter eighteen, beginning 

with the thirty-third verse. 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL . . . Luke 21:25-36 

[Jesus said:] “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, 

and on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of 

the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding of 

what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be 

shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with 

power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, 

stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing 

near.” 

  Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the 

trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and 

know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these things 

taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell 

you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken 

place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 

away. 

  “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with 

dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day 

does not catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all 

who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying 

that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take 

place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
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GOSPEL RESPONSE 

P: The gospel of the Lord 

All:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME . . .  Pastor Tim 

 

HOMILY . . . Pastor Tim 

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

L: When the Spirit flows through us, we are people of honesty and 

justice. 

All: When Christ works within us, we are disciples of mercy and 

compassion. Let us be agents of God’s overflowing grace as 

we collect today’s offering. 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

L:  Children of God, it does not take long to see that we are not 

home yet. There are people who are hungry, oceans that are 

polluted, churches that are fading, walls that are growing. 

All:  We are clearly not home yet. 

L:  So until we reach that promised day, until we make it home, 

giving what we can to make a better world matters. 

All:  When we give our tithes and our offerings we help build 

God’s home here. 

L: Until that holy day comes, 

All: take these gifts and use them to build that world here. We 

are hopeful. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

L:  As we enter this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for 

all people and places that yearn for God’s presence, making 

space for silence and inviting God into our hearts.  
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Silence 
 

L:  Holy God, be with us, the gathered body of Holy Trinity 

Lutheran Church, and with your church in all the world. Open 

our eyes that we may see each other as you see us. Open our 

ears that we may hear the cries of the oppressed and the 

suffering. Open our hearts that you might draw us out of our 

own fears and indifference, that we might recognize your 

Divine presence in all people. 
 

Silence 
 

L:  Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

L:  Great Creator, you made the wind and waves and breathed life 

into all Creation. Call us to listen to the urgent needs of all you 

have made, to protect and care for the waters and the lands. You 

reveal yourself to us in storm and fire, Re-awaken in us a desire 

to steward and care for your sustaining gifts, and remind us that 

you reveal yourself to us in the majesty of nature. 
 

Silence 
 

L:  Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

L:  Righteous God, bring justice to all peoples of the earth. Give a 

heart of discernment and integrity to leaders in our 

communities, especially Pastor Tim and the leadership of Holy 

Trinity, Bishop Rohrer and their staff of the Sierra-Pacific 

Synod, and to our elected leaders across our state, our country, 

and the world.  

Silence 
 

L:  Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 
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L:  Comforter and Healer, be present with all those who watch and 

wait. Abide with those who wait for births or deaths, divorces 

or unions, new jobs or retirements. Reveal yourself to those 

who seek you in the midst of illness and transitions, especially 

those we name out loud or in our hearts. 
 

Silence 
 

L:  Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

L:  God-With-Us, we give you thanks for the saints who journeyed 

with us and now abide in you. Even in grief and uncertainty, 

make us confident that your promises endure forever.  
 

Silence 
 

L:  Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

L:  Renewing and Redeeming God, you come among us in the 

places and times we least expect. You are with us even now, as 

we watch and wait for the coming days.  

L:  Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

L:  Hear now the prayers of our hearts said silently or aloud.  
 

Here other prayers may be offered. 
 

L:  Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

L: Receive these prayers for the sake of your dear Child, Jesus 

Christ. 

All:  Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

L:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 

us, using the language or translation which is most familiar to 

each of us.  
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All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 

kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 

trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

GATHERING . . . WORD . . . SENDING 

 

BENEDICTION 

P:  Stay awake, for God is coming. Prepare your heart, for God is 

near. 

All:  In the darkness, a candle of hope burns brightly. In the 

quiet, God speaks to us. 

P:  Go with joy, and remain aware and awake. Grace and peace to 

you, from God the creator, and from our Messiah, Jesus Christ. 

All:  Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Prepare the way. 

All: Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE . . . “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” vs. 1,2 

 

SINGING BOWL 

 

 

Pastor:  Tim Huff 

Lay Liturgist:  Tori Valcarcel 

Reader:  Carmen Blair 

Music:  Leilani Camara 

Video Editing:  Carmen Blair 

Web and Social Media: Keith Hillesland and Kathy Miedema 


