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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church                                                December 5, 2021 

38801 Blacow Road                                                          2nd Sunday of Advent 

Fremont, CA 94536                                Ministers: The People of Holy Trinity 

Church: (510) 793-6285                                  Web Site: holytrinityfremont.org 
 

 

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

LAYING THE FOUNDATION (PEACE) 
 

GATHERING . . . WORD . . . SENDING 

 

Click here for a video of the service. 

 

PRELUDE . . . "There's a Voice in the Wilderness" - vs. 1,3 

 

WELCOME 

 

SINGING BOWL 

 

During the ringing of the bowl, you are encouraged to 

center your thoughts on God the Creator, Christ the Redeemer, and 

the Holy Spirit our Comforter. 

 

INVOCATION 

P: God, who are the Most High, you have a surprising preference 

for people who are humble and who expect everything from you. 

All: You chose Mary, the unassuming virgin from Nazareth, to 

become the mother of your Son Jesus. 

P: Through your Holy Spirit make us aware of the poverty of our 

hearts, that we may be open to you and welcome you, be ready, 

like Mary, to serve you and your plans, and expect everything 

from you. 

All: Come to us and give yourself to us through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

https://holytrinityfremont.org/dec-5-2021-worship-service
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CALL TO WORSHIP 

L:  A messenger calls, “Prepare the way of the Holy One. Make a 

pathway for God straight into your hearts.” 

All:  Blessed be the Holy One, who brings light into the deepest 

shadows. 

L:  A prophet proclaims, “Make way in the desert for the coming of 

God to live in our midst.” 

All:  Blessed be the Holy One, who comes to live among us in 

peace. 

L:  Are you ready for the coming Day of God? 

All:  Let us worship the one who calls us into the light. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

All may make the sign of the cross. 

 

P:  Holy God, when John was Born, Zechariah and Elizabeth 

leaned down and whispered words of love into his ear. We 

know that you do the same for us, day in and day out, yet we fail 

to hear it. 

All:  We forget that in the beginning we were made good. 

P:  We doubt that we could possibly be enough. 

All: We hustle for our self-worth and wear ourselves out aiming 

for perfection. 

P:  We deflect words of praise. We hide behind shiny first 

impressions. 

All: Forgive us. Trusting our worth is the hardest job. 

P:  Open our ears as you open our hearts, so that we might rest on 

the foundation of goodness you have laid for us. 

All: Gratefully we pray, amen. 

 

Silence for Reflection 
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P: Family of faith, no matter how old we get, God continues to say 

to us: 

All:  “You are loved; you are forgiven.” 

P:  That is the foundation of our lives. 

All:  That is the truth upon which we build our home. 

P:  So breathe deeply. There is grace and peace here. Join me in 

proclaiming this good news: 

All:  We are loved. We are forgiven. We are claimed. This is our 

foundation. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING 

P:  Today we light two candles. The first candle reminds us of 

hope. As we reflect on the foundation of our faith in our lives, 

we gather together around the candle of peace. 

All:  The home we long for is a home that knows peace— 

P:  peace that rests between us and our grief, 

All:  peace around our anxiety, 

P:  peace between us and our self-criticism, 

All:  peace amidst our relationships, 

P:  peace at the core of our being, 

All:  peace hovering through and in our world. 

P:  The home we long for 

All:  is a home that knows peace. 
 

Candle is lit. 
 

P:  So today we light the candle of peace—as a reminder and as a 

prayer. 

All:  Let it be so. Amen. 

 

GREETING 

P: Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Messiah is near! 

God is with you. 

All: And also with you. 
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L:  Redeeming Keeper of Promises, your messengers remind us 

that you are the source of peace, justice, mercy, and loving 

kindness. 

All:  As we prepare for your coming in your Son Jesus, help us 

shine as the radiant body of Christ, that we may be light for 

a gloomy, broken world. Amen. 

 

GATHERING . . . WORD . . . SENDING 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE WORD 

Reader:   Make your ways known, O God, in the reading of today’s 

scriptures.  

All: Teach us your paths, and open the gates of understanding. 

Reader: Lead us into your truth, and instruct our hearts, 

All: for you are the God of our salvation. 

 

READING . . . Luke 1: 5-25 – The Inclusive Bible 

In the days of the ruler Herod, there was a priest named Zechariah, of 

the priestly class of Abijah. His wife Elizabeth was a descendant of 

Aaron. Both were worthy in the sight of God and scrupulously 

observed all the commandments and observances of our God. They 

were childless—unable to conceive—and they were both advanced in 

years. 

     Now it was the turn of Zechariah’s priestly class to serve. And as 

he was fulfilling his priestly office before God, it fell to him by lot, 

according to priestly usage, to enter the sanctuary of our God and 

offer incense. While the full assembly of people was praying outside 

at the time of day when the incense was offered, an angel of our God 

appeared to him, standing to the right of the altar of incense. 

Zechariah was deeply disturbed upon seeing the angel and was 

overcome with fear. 

     The angel said to him, “Don’t be frightened, Zechariah. Your 

prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear a son, whom 
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you’ll name John. He will be your joy and delight, and many will 

rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the sight of our God. He 

must never drink wine or liquor, and he will be filled with the Holy 

Spirit from his mother’s womb. And he will bring many of the 

children of Israel back to their God most high. He will go before God 

as a forerunner, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of 

parents to their children, and the rebellious to the wisdom of the 

just—to make ready a people prepared for our God.” 

     Zechariah said to the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an 

old man, and my wife too is advanced in age.” 

     The angel replied, “I am Gabriel, who stands before God. I was 

sent to speak to you and bring you this good news. But because you 

have not trusted my words, you’ll be mute—unable to speak—until 

the day these things take place. They’ll all come true in due season.” 

     Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondered 

about his delay in the sanctuary. When he finally came out, he was 

unable to speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision 

inside. But he could only make signs to them and remained mute. 

Then, when his time of priestly service was over, he went home. 

     Sometime later, Elizabeth conceived. She went into seclusion for 

five months, saying, “Our God has done this for me. In these days, 

God has shown favor to us and taken away the disgrace of our having 

no children.” 
 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

Reader:   In this season of Advent, O God, teach us to read the signs 

of the times, and help us wait patiently for the coming of 

your Son. 

All: For he is our righteous branch, and we need his justice 

and mercy to meet the challenges and adversities in our 

world. Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME . . .  Pastor Tim 
 

MESSAGE . . . Pastor Tim 
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INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

L: When the Spirit flows through us, we are people of honesty, 

justice, and peace. 

All: When Christ works within us, we are disciples of mercy and 

compassion. Let us be agents of God’s overflowing grace as 

we collect today’s offering. 
 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

L:  Holy God, You are our home. 

All:  You and your goodness are the place we return to, the place 

we long to lay our head. 

L:  So today as we offer you these gifts, we pray that you would 

take this offering and turn it into ministry. 

All:  Use these gifts to transform the world we live in to better 

reflect the home you have envisioned for us—a home of 

peace, a home built on the foundation of love. Gratefully we 

pray, amen. 

 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

L:  In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people 

and places that yearn for God’s presence. Send leaders to our 

nations, cities, schools, and businesses to work on behalf of 

those who have lost parents, spouses, and loved ones; 

immigrants; the imprisoned; those living in poverty; and all 

who are oppressed. Make them bold in their commitments to 

justice and reconciliation. Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

L:  Send your servants to care for those who suffer. Use our 

ministries and our lives to reach out with compassion to those 

who are hungry, oppressed, lonely, or ill. Grant them healing 

and wholeness. Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 
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L:  Send prophets to speak difficult truths, even when they are 

poorly received. Embolden those who ask hard questions and 

challenge accepted ways. Instill in youth and elders alike a 

passion for pointing to Jesus in all things. Hear us, O God.  

All:  Your mercy is great. 

L:  Hear now the prayers of our hearts said silently or aloud.  

 

Here other prayers may be offered. 
 

L:  Hear us, O God. 

All:  Your mercy is great. 

L: God of new life, you come among us in the places we least 

expect. Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the 

name of Jesus. 

All:  Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

L:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 

us, using the language or translation which is most familiar to 

each of us.  

All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 

kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 

trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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GATHERING . . . WORD . . . SENDING 

 

BENEDICTION 

P:  Stay awake, for God is coming. Prepare your heart, for God is 

near. 

All:  In the darkness, a candle of peace burns brightly. In the 

quiet, God speaks to us. 

P:  Go with joy, and remain aware and awake. Grace and peace to 

you, from God the creator, and from our Messiah, Jesus Christ. 

All:  Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Prepare the way. 

All: Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE . . . "On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry” vs. 1,2,5 

 

SINGING BOWL 

 

 

Pastor:  Tim Huff 

Lay Liturgists:  The Narveson Family 

Music:  Leilani Camara 

Video Editing:  Carmen Blair 

Web and Social Media: Keith Hillesland and Kathy Miedema 

 

 


