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THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

A HOME FOR ALL (JOY)
GATHERING . . . WORD . . . SENDING
Click here for a video of the service.
PRELUDE . . . "O Come, O Come Emmanuel" - vs. 1,4
WELCOME
SINGING BOWL
During the ringing of the bowl, you are encouraged to
center your thoughts on God the Creator, Christ the Redeemer, and
the Holy Spirit our Comforter.
INVOCATION
P: God, who are the Most High, you have a surprising preference
for people who are humble and who expect everything from you.
All: You chose Mary, the unassuming virgin from Nazareth, to
become the mother of your Son Jesus.
P: Through your Holy Spirit make us aware of the poverty of our
hearts, that we may be open to you and welcome you, be ready,
like Mary, to serve you and your plans, and expect everything
from you.
All: Come to us and give yourself to us through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
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CALL TO WORSHIP
L: A voice calls out in the wilderness.
All: It sings of a home for all. It speaks of justice and peace.
L: We could choose to ignore it.
All: We could drown out that song.
L: We could choose not to listen.
All: Instead, we come into this space.
L: We let the world grow quiet. We listen.
All: A voice calls out in the wilderness.
L: Do you hear it?
All: We hear it.
L: Let us draw near to God.
All: In listening, we worship.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross.
P:

Our call as people of faith—to create a home for all—has never
been easy. So let us be brave. Let us be bold. Let us be truthtellers as we confess together now to a God who couldn’t love
us any more than God already does. Expansive God,
All: we know that the church is your house, and your house has
room for everyone. Yet, too often, instead of setting the
table for our neighbors, we block the door.
P: Instead of welcoming all, we judge others by our own standards.
All: Instead of sharing our second coat, we hide it in the attic,
holding on to fear instead of letting go with love.
P: Remind us that your home is a home for all, that truth requires
hard work, that truth requires uncomfortable justice.
All: Help us to be bold enough to see it and brave enough to live it.
Silence for Reflection
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P:

Family of faith, God sent prophets like John the Baptist to us
because this work is not easy. Helping create a world where all
might have a home, and all might be loved, and all might know
peace, is an audacious goal.
All: Fortunately for us, when we mess up—when we lose our
way or forget our call—we are met with grace.
P: God could not love us any more or any less than God already
does. So rest in this good news:
All: We are at home with God—forgiven, claimed, and loved.
The door is always open for us. Thanks be to God. Amen.
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING
P: Today we light three candles. The first candle reminds us of hope.
The second candle, of peace. As we reflect on the foundation of
our faith in our lives, we gather together around the candle of
joy. Joy is seeing people you love after months apart.
All: Joy is hearing, “Come on over, it has been too long!”
P: Joy is the stretches and giggles of a newborn child.
All: Joy is making it home when the journey is long.
P: Joy is your dog sliding to meet you at the door.
All: Joy is the energy of a new season.
P: Joy is feeling found when you thought you were lost.
All: So today we light the candle of joy, because the welcome
God has for us is nothing short of joyful.
Candle is lit.
P: Rest in that good news. Let it wash over you.
All: Family of faith, we are close to home. Amen.
GREETING
P: Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Messiah is near!
God is with you.
All: And also with you.
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: God, there are so many who need a home, so help us be
builders of that new day. Give us the courage of John, who saw
a way forward so clearly.
All: Turn our words into action and our conviction into change.
Gracious God, you are a God of open doors and welcome
home celebrations. Teach us to be the same. Amen.
GATHERING . . . WORD . . . SENDING
INTRODUCTION TO THE WORD
Reader: Make your ways known, O God, in the reading of today’s
scriptures.
All:
Teach us your paths, and open the gates of understanding.
Reader: Lead us into your truth, and instruct our hearts,
All:
for you are the God of our salvation.
READING . . . Philippians 4:4-7
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus.
RESPONSE TO THE WORD
Reader: In this season of Advent, O God, teach us to read the signs of the
times, and help us wait patiently for the coming of your Son.
All:
For he is our righteous branch, and we need his justice
and mercy to meet the challenges and adversities in our
world. Amen.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
P: The holy gospel according to Luke, chapter three, beginning
with the seventh verse.
All: Glory to you, O God.
GOSPEL . . . Luke 3:7-18
John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to
come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is
able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the
ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”
And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” In reply
he said to them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone
who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” Even tax
collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what
should we do?” He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount
prescribed for you.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should
we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by
threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.”
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were
questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the
Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with
water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not
worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff
he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to
the people.
P: The gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, O Christ.
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CHILDREN’S TIME . . . Pastor Tim
MESSAGE . . . Pastor Tim
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
L: When the Spirit flows through us, we are people of honesty,
justice, and peace.
All: When Christ works within us, we are disciples of mercy and
compassion. Let us be agents of God’s overflowing grace as
we collect today’s offering.
OFFERING

OFFERTORY PRAYER
L: God who welcomes us home, who creates space, who leaves a
chair with our name on it—we have two coats and we are
giving one away.
All: That’s what this offering is. It’s our second coat. It’s our
hearts on our sleeves. It’s our audacious hope that there can
indeed be a better world than this one.
L: So take these gifts and use them to move us closer to that
promised day.
All: Gratefully we pray, amen.
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
L: In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people
and places that yearn for God’s presence. Holy God, renew
your church and raise up leaders who announce your good
news. Grant peace to congregations and seminarians in the
midst of transition. Guide the work of candidacy and call
committees. Hear us, O God.
All: Your mercy is great.
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L:

Shepherding God, you lead your people in paths of
righteousness. Raise up prophets in our own day who warn
against captivity to greed and point us to the freedom found in
generosity. Hear us, O God.
All: Your mercy is great.
L: Nurturing God, you come near in times of worry and need. Cradle
us in your arms, that we trust you and are not afraid. Attend to any
who are hungry, imprisoned, or ill this day. Hear us, O God.
All: Your mercy is great.
L: Rejoicing God, you exult over us in singing. Enliven the song
of this assembly and bless the ministry of church musicians.
With instruments and dance, join our voices to the song of all
creation. Hear us, O God.
All: Your mercy is great.
L: Hear now the prayers of our hearts said silently or aloud.
Here other prayers may be offered.
L: Hear us, O God.
All: Your mercy is great.
L: God of new life, you come among us in the places we least
expect. Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the
name of Jesus.
All: Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught
us, using the language or translation which is most familiar to
each of us.
All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of
trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
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GATHERING . . . WORD . . . SENDING
BENEDICTION
P: Go with the joy of our Creator on your lips. Go with the peace
of Christ in your hearts. Go with the strength of the Holy Spirit
in every step you take.
All: We go with God.
DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace. Prepare the way.
All: Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE . . . “The King Shall Come” - vs. 1,2,5
SINGING BOWL
Pastor: Tim Huff
Lay Liturgist/Reader: Bethany and Tom Stevenin
Music: Leilani Camara
Video Editing: Carmen Blair
Web and Social Media: Keith Hillesland and Kathy Miedema

Parts of the liturgy were adapted from “Close to Home - Words for Worship”
by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org.
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