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THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

SEEKING SANCTUARY (LOVE)
GATHERING . . . WORD . . . SENDING
Click here for a video of the service.
PRELUDE . . . "The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came" vs 1,2,3
WELCOME
SINGING BOWL
During the ringing of the bowl, you are encouraged to
center your thoughts on God the Creator, Christ the Redeemer, and
the Holy Spirit our Comforter.
INVOCATION
P: God, who are the Most High, you have a surprising preference
for people who are humble and who expect everything from you.
All: You chose Mary, the unassuming virgin from Nazareth, to
become the mother of your Son Jesus.
P: Through your Holy Spirit make us aware of the poverty of our
hearts, that we may be open to you and welcome you, be ready,
like Mary, to serve you and your plans, and expect everything
from you.
All: Come to us and give yourself to us through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
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CALL TO WORSHIP
L: We are seeking—
All: deeper faith, a place to belong, the feeling that God is here
in this room.
L: We are seeking—
All: joy that overflows, the movement of the Spirit, a hand to
hold, when alone in the dark.
L: We are seeking—
All: the freedom to be, the courage to love, the conviction to act
in the face of injustice.
L: We are seeking, but here in this space,
All: We are found.
L: Take a deep breath. This is your sanctuary.
All: God is here. We are found. Amen.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross.
P:

God of safe spaces, we wish we were more like Mary, who in
the face of great change, went and sought help. She did not wait
for help to find her; she walked to the shelter she needed.
All: Too often we wait silently for the world to change around us
instead of speaking up for the things we need.
P: Forgive us for failing to care for ourselves the way you would
care for us.
All: Give us the courage to be more like Mary.
P: God of safe places, we wish we were more like Elizabeth, who
greeted Mary with laughter and contagious joy. How many
people have crossed our doorstep and how many times have we
failed to see them?
All: Give us the courage of Mary, and the grace of Elizabeth.
Gratefully we pray, amen.
Silence for Reflection
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P:

All:
P:
All:
P:
All:
P:
All:
P:
All:

Family of faith, even if we miss the person standing on our
doorstep, even if we fail to care for ourselves the way God
would care for us, even if we forget and ignore, turn away and
shut down, God still loves us.
There is nothing we can do to lose God’s love.
Rest in this promise: If we get lost,
we will be found.
If we mess up,
we are forgiven.
If we withhold love,
God is lavish in loving us.
We are claimed. We are loved. We are forgiven.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING
P: Today we light four candles. The first candle reminds us of hope.
The second candle, of peace, the third candle, of joy. As we
reflect on the foundation of our faith in our lives, we gather
together around the candle of love. God’s love is like an open
door. God’s love is the streetlight that guides us home.
All: God’s love is a warm bed to fall into.
P: God’s love is a table with room for you.
All: God’s love is a crackling fireplace.
P: God’s love is the sun that streams through the windows.
All: God’s love is the roof over our heads and the floor beneath
our feet.
P: God’s love is a home for you and me, for neighbors and
strangers, for family and friends, for enemies and partners.
All: God’s love is a home for all.
Candle is lit.
P: Today we light the candle of love to remind us of this truth.
All: May it burn brightly in this space and even brighter in our
hearts. Amen.
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GREETING
P: Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Messiah is near!
God is with you.
All: And also with you.
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: God of joyous expectation, come to us this day. May the
miracles in our lives fill us with wonder.
All: May an encounter with your goodness and grace cause our
hearts to leap within us. Receive us into the arms of your
mercy, that we may feel you near us and rest secure in your
many blessings. Amen.
GATHERING . . . WORD . . . SENDING
INTRODUCTION TO THE WORD
Reader: Holy God, we come to your Scripture today hoping that it
will feel a bit like an open door, like Elizabeth welcoming
Mary, like coming home.
All:
We want to fall into it.
Reader: We want to find sanctuary here. We want to breathe easier
just hearing these words.
All:
And we want to find ourselves laughing because this
good news is just too good to keep inside.
Reader: So hover close to us now, we pray.
All:
Open the door to our hearts so that we might find
sanctuary in your words. Gratefully we pray, amen.
READING . . . Micah 5:2-5a
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
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Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth;
and he shall be the one of peace.
Reader: Here ends the reading
RESPONSE TO THE WORD
Reader: In this season of Advent, O God, teach us to read the signs of the
times, and help us wait patiently for the coming of your Son.
All:
For he is our righteous branch, and we need his justice
and mercy to meet the challenges and adversities in our
world. Amen.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
P: The holy gospel according to Luke, chapter one, beginning with
the thirty-ninth verse.
All: Glory to you, O God.
GOSPEL . . . Luke 1:39-55
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in
the hill country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and
greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child
leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy
Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this
happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as
soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb
leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a
fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”
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And Mary said,
My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”
P: The gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S TIME . . . Pastor Tim
MESSAGE . . . Pastor Tim
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
L: Elizabeth offers her home. She offers her arms. She offers her
joy. She offers her affirmation and confidence.
All: Elizabeth offers everything she has when Mary shows up at
her door, and it just feels holy, doesn’t it?
L: Part of our call as people of faith is to give when and where we
can. So today we are invited to be a little more like Elizabeth.
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All: Today we are invited to give generously, trusting that God
will take these gifts and build a better world here. Let us
give with joyful hearts.
OFFERING
OFFERTORY PRAYER
L: Good and gracious God, we give these gifts for the seekers.
All: We give these gifts for those who need sanctuary.
L: We give these gifts for those who build sanctuaries.
All: We give these gifts for those who have lost sanctuary, and
for those who find sanctuary all over the place.
L: Use these gifts to bring us closer to home.
All: With joy and hope in our hearts we pray, amen.
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
L: In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people
and places that yearn for God’s presence. Nurturing God, you
give us life and care for our every need. Use the church’s gifts
and ministries for your service, bringing your word to all who
seek your transforming grace. Hear us, O God.
All: Your mercy is great.
L: Creator God, you proclaim your boundless love for all that you
have made. Renew barren lands, polluted waters, and melting
ice caps. Make us servants of your creation that brings forth
abundant life. Hear us, O God.
All: Your mercy is great.
L: Compassionate God, you proclaim your love and mercy. Show
your lovingkindness to teen parents and those who are pregnant.
Comfort any struggling with infertility and those who await test
results, are in treatment and hospice care, and others in need.
Hear us, O God.
All: Your mercy is great.
L: Gracious God, you fill the hungry with good things. Bless the
feeding ministries of this congregation and community. Guide
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us to share your bounty with those who hunger or live in
poverty. Hear us, O God.
All: Your mercy is great.
L: Hear now the prayers of our hearts said silently or aloud.
Here other prayers may be offered.
L: Hear us, O God.
All: Your mercy is great.
L: God of new life, you come among us in the places we least
expect. Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the
name of Jesus.
All: Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught
us, using the language or translation which is most familiar to
each of us.
All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of
trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
GATHERING . . . WORD . . . SENDING
BENEDICTION
P: Stay awake, for God is coming. Prepare your heart, for God is
near.
All: In the darkness, a candle of love burns brightly. In the
quiet, God speaks to us.
P: Go with love, and remain aware and awake. Grace and peace to
you, from God the creator, and from our Messiah, Jesus Christ.
All: Amen.
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DISMISSAL
L: Go in peace. Prepare the way.
All: Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE . . . "My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness" vs 1,3
SINGING BOWL

Pastor: Tim Huff
Lay Liturgist: Terri MacFarlane
Reader: Sharon Pickering
Music: Leilani Camara
Video Editing: Carmen Blair
Web and Social Media: Keith Hillesland and Kathy Miedema

Please join us for Christmas Eve services.
4 pm: Inside Sanctuary and Outside on Patio
8 pm: Inside Sanctuary
Dress warmly – both indoor and outdoor will have plenty of ventilation!
Parts of the liturgy were adapted from “Close to Home - Words for Worship”
by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org.
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