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Mercy. Mercy. Mercy. Jesus preaches it in the gospel. The 

Spirit guides us into merciful lives with the power of 

forgiveness to reconcile what is fractured and divided. Such 

merciful living is the baptismal blessing of having put on 

Christ. It is the gift of the life-giving Spirit. It is a reflection of 

God’s glory revealed in Christ. 

 

G A T H E R I N G  

 

SINGING BOWL 

 

During the ringing of the bowl, you are encouraged to 

center your thoughts on God the Creator, Christ the Redeemer, 

and the Holy Spirit our Comforter. 

 

PRELUDE . . . Myrna Emata Diaz 

 

WELCOME 
 

Please Stand 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

L: Poor or despairing, come to be blessed. 

All: Hungry or tired, come to be restored. 

L: Sorrowing or sighing, come to discover joy. 

All: Bring your tired, your poor. 

L: Share your hopes, your dreams. 

All: Embrace your doubts, your fears. 

L: Come as you are. 

All: All are welcome here. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

All may make the sign of the cross, 

the sign that is marked at baptism. 

 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who creates us, 

redeems us, and calls us by name. 

All: Amen.  

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: Most merciful God,  

All: we confess that we have sinned against you and your 

beloved children. We have turned our faces away 

from your glory when it did not appear as we 

expected. We have rejected your word when it made 

us confront ourselves. We have failed to show 

hospitality to those you called us to welcome. Accept 

our repentance for the things we have done and the 

things we have left undone. For the sake of Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead us, that 

we may bathe in the glory of your Son born among 

us, and reflect your love for all creation. Amen. 

P: Rejoice in this good news: In Christ Jesus, your sins are 

forgiven. We are descendants of the Most High, adopted 

into the household of Christ, and inheritors of eternal life.  

All:  We will live as freed and forgiven children of God. 

Amen.  
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OPENING HYMN . . . “All Creatures, Worship God Most 

High!” vs. 1,4 

 
 

GREETING 

P:   Creator God, you know us better than we can know 

ourselves. 

All:   You understand our thoughts, our desires, our joys, 

and our struggles. 

P:   You call to us, 

All:   inviting us to listen to your word. 

P:   You speak your word, 

All:   calling us into a deeper relationship with you. 

P:   Open our hearts, 

All:   that we may hear you clearly. 

P:   Strengthen our spirit, 

All:  that we may have the courage to answer your call. 

P:   Be present in this time of worship 

All:   and draw us closer to you. 
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SERVICE OF LIGHT   
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HYMN OF MORNING PRAISE 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that 

where there is hatred,  

All: we may sow love, 

L: where there is injury,  

All: pardon, 

L: and where there is despair,  

All: hope. 
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L: Grant, O Divine Master, that we may seek to console, to 

understand, and to love in your name,  

All: for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Be Seated 

 

W O R D  

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Reader: Holy God, you speak to us in Scripture and in 

prayers, in sunrises and sunsets, in friends and in 

strangers, in dreams and in songs. 

All: You are speaking all the time, and how often do 

we miss it? 

Reader: Still our minds so that we can listen with a depth that 

we have not heard before. 

All: Still our hearts so that we can receive with open 

arms what it is you are offering us today. 

Reader: We know you are speaking, 

All: so we are listening. 

Reader: The reading for today is from First Corinthians, 

chapter fifteen, beginning with the thirty-fifth verse. 
 

READING . . . 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 

But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what 

kind of body do they come?” Fool! What you sow does not 

come to life unless it dies. And as for what you sow, you do 

not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of 

wheat or of some other grain. But God gives it a body as he 

has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body. 

  So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is 

perishable, what is raised is imperishable. It is sown in 

dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is 

raised in power. It is sown a physical body, it is raised a 
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spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is also a 

spiritual body. Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam, 

became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving 

spirit. But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, 

and then the spiritual. The first man was from the earth, a man 

of dust; the second man is from heaven. As was the man of 

dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the man of 

heaven, so are those who are of heaven. Just as we have borne 

the image of the man of dust, we will also bear the image of 

the man of heaven. 

  What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and 

blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the 

perishable inherit the imperishable. 

 

Reader: Word of God, word of light. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Please Stand 

 

ALLELUIA VERSE  
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P: The holy Gospel according to Luke, chapter six, 

beginning with the twenty-seventh verse. 

All: Glory to you, O God. 

 

GOSPEL . . . Luke 6:27-38 

[Jesus said:] “But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, 

do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, 

pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the 

cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away 

your coat do not withhold even your shirt. Give to everyone 

who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do 

not ask for them again. Do to others as you would have them 

do to you. 

  “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? 

For even sinners love those who love them. If you do good to 

those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even 

sinners do the same. If you lend to those from whom you hope 

to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to 
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sinners, to receive as much again. But love your enemies, do 

good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will 

be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is 

kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just as 

your Father is merciful. 

  “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not 

condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you 

will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A good 

measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be 

put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure 

you get back.” 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY . . . “Blest Are They” vs. 1,3 
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Be Seated 

 

MESSAGE . . . Pastor Tim 

 

M E A L  

 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

L: The Divine Deliverer of compassion and care is calling 

us to serve, and to share our talents and treasures for the 

good of God’s realm.   

All: No matter how we have fallen short in the past, God’s 

grace assures us a variety of gifts to contribute. 

 

OFFERING 

 

Please Stand 

 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE 
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Please Stand 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

L: Blessed God, with these gifts, bring food to the hungry, 

hope to the despairing, and comfort to the sorrowful. 

All: Bless these gifts and our very lives, that we may be 

blessings of hope for your world. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

L: The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in 

abundance; so we are bold to pray for the church, the 

world, and all that God has made. You teach us to love 

our neighbors and enemies alike. Encourage your church 

to follow the leading of your love, especially when it is 

risky or difficult. Help us to show mercy just as we have 

first received mercy. God of grace, 

All: hear our prayer. 

L: Look upon our world with mercy, that we delight in an 

abundance of peace. Protect all whose lives are marred 

by war and civil unrest. Release political prisoners and 

amplify the voices that challenge us to seek forgiveness 

and pursue nonviolence. God of grace, 

All: hear our prayer. 

L: Your people cry out for mercy. Console hearts that long 

for forgiveness. Mend broken relationships. Heal bodies 

that suffer chronic pain or illness. Strengthen and deliver 

all whose spirits are troubled. God of grace, 

All: hear our prayer. 
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L: You bind us together into one family. Teach us to forgive 

one another and to resolve conflicts with humility and 

patience. Bless families of all shapes and sizes, and show 

love to those who are lonely or grieving. God of grace, 

All:  hear our prayer. 

L: God of all, hear the prayers of our heart said silently or 

aloud. 

 

Here other prayers may be offered. 

 

L: God of grace, 

All:  hear our prayer. 

L: Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, 

we lift these and all of our prayers to you in confidence 

and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

All: Amen. 

 

THE EUCHARIST  

L: God of wisdom, with gratitude and love  

All: we remember your mighty acts. 

L: You created a world that was good. 

All: You gave us this earth to enjoy.  

L: You trusted us to share with you in caring for it. 

All: And when we sinned, you still did not abandon us but 

made covenant with our ancestors.  

P: Shame has chained us, holding us back from inclusive tables. 

All: Shame has driven us from sanctuaries and gatherings. 

P: No longer. Guilt will not prevent us from seeing God’s grace. 

All: In this space, all are welcome. 

P: At this table, no lips are too unclean, no hearts are too 

tarnished, no past too corrupt to receive the gift of God’s 

grace. Through this table of bread and cup, we look 

toward the future with hope. We are reminded that our 

past lies behind us, that the grace of God has overcome 

our fears and our indiscretions. Through Christ’s great 
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love, we are no longer afraid of the future. Through 

Christ’s gracious meal, we are provided a second chance.  

      In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus 

took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my body, given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” Again, 

after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

for all to drink, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in 

my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

P: We recall the words and blessings of Jesus each time we 

unite at his table. 

All: We remember the gifts of Jesus the Christ each time we 

wake to a new day and step into his renewed future. 

P: May the Spirit of God bless the great table of Christ. 

May the Spirit of God help us recognize God’s grace in 

the breaking of the bread and in the pouring of the cup. 

All: May the Spirit of God encourage us to embrace our 

divine callings, as we all work to create God’s realm 

here on earth.  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as 

Jesus taught us, using the language or translation which 

is most familiar to each of us. 

All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 

kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 

heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us 

our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save 

us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For 

the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
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FRACTION RITE 

P: We who are many are one body, for we all partake of the 

one bread. Come. Be filled with light and life. 

All:  For this meal we give thanks! 

 

Be Seated 

 

Holy Communion is open to all. 

Come forward up the center aisle to receive the individually 

packaged elements from Pastor Tim, then return to your seat 

down the side aisles before opening them. Separate and 

remove the clear top seal to access the wafer, then remove the 

foil layer to access the grape juice. The ushers will come 

around to collect the empties. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN . . . “Come, Let Us Eat 
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COMMUNION HYMN . . . “One Bread, One Body” 

 
 

SINGING BOWL 
 

Please Stand 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: May the body and blood of our Savior Jesus Christ 

strengthen you and keep you unto eternal life. Live in 

forgiveness.  Claim your wholeness. Dwell in peace. 

All: Amen. 
 

Be Seated 
 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Please Stand 
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Sending 

 

FINAL BLESSING 
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SENDING HYMN . . . “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your 

Blessing” vs. 1,2 

 
 

SENDING 

L: Go in peace.  Be the light of God. 

All:   Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE . . . Myrna Emata Diaz 
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