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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church     September 11, 2022 – Rally Day 

38801 Blacow Road                      8:45 AM, 13th Sunday after Pentecost 

Fremont, CA 94536                     Ministers: The People of Holy Trinity 

Church: (510) 793-6285                 Web Site: holytrinityfremont.org  
 

 

“God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday provides an opportunity to 

serve our neighbors in new ways and with new partners. It 

also provides an opportunity to gain new insights, to be 

renewed in faith and to gain fresh strength for serving in all 

our daily callings. 
 

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 
 

All invitations to stand or kneel are for those who are able. 
 

SINGING BOWL 
 

During the ringing of the bowl, you are encouraged to 

center your thoughts on God the Creator, Christ the 

Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit our Comforter. 
 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME 
 

Please Stand 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ is with you. 

All: And also with you. 

 

9/11 MEMORIAL PRAYER – by Jimmy Orr 

P:  On the morning of September 11 2001, 2,976 people 

from 93 nations lost their lives in New York, at the 

Pentagon, and on Flight 93. Today, we pause to 

remember that moment of horror and pray for those left 

scarred by those terrible events. 
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      We remember the first time we heard the news. We 

recall the first time we saw those images. We remember 

the way our thoughts and prayers were with those 

families who lost loved ones. Our thoughts and prayers 

are with them again today. 

L: O God of Comfort - though the years have passed, you 

are faithful still. 

All: Yesterday, today and forever; let your love and peace 

endure. 

P:  We remember those who survived. We recall their heart-

breaking stories. We remember that their lives are 

forever scarred by those moments. Our thoughts and 

prayers are with them again today. 

L: O God of Healing - though the years have passed, you 

are faithful still. 

All: Yesterday, today and forever; let your love and peace 

endure. 

P:  We remember the pain we felt. We recall the 

bereavement and bitterness of the aftermath. We 

remember that you are a God of redemption and 

restoration. Help us forgive those who caused so much 

trauma, and that we may find release in that forgiveness. 

L: O God of forgiveness - though the years have passed, 

you are faithful still. 

All: Yesterday, today and forever; let your love and peace 

endure. 

P:  We remember that you love the world. We recall you 

sent your Son to bring reconciliation and salvation. We 

remember your Spirit inhabits your Church. Help us 

bring your comfort and peace to all. 

L: O God of hope - though the years have passed, you are 

faithful still. 

All: Yesterday, today and forever; let your love and peace 

endure. 
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SINGING BOWL 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

All may make the sign of the cross,  

the sign marked at baptism. 

 

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, 

the one who heals us, the one who reforms us again and 

again. 

All: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming 

power. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: Source of all life,  

All: we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set 

us free. We fear that we are not good enough. We 

hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we 

expect others to earn it. We turn the church inward, 

rather than moving it outward. Forgive us. Stir us. 

Reform us to be a church powered by love, willing to 

speak for what is right, act for what is just, and seek 

the healing of your whole creation. Amen. 

P: God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us and 

to empower our lives in the world. 

All: Our sins are forgiven, God’s love is unconditional, 

and we are raised up as God’s people who will 

always be made new, in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 

L:  Holy ground! We are standing on holy ground. 

All:  For where God is, the ground is holy. 

L:  Holy hands! God works through our hands, 

All:  so they are holy. 

L:  Holy words! God speaks through our words, 

All:  so they become holy. 

L:  Holy songs! God prays in our songs, 

All:  so they are holy. 

L:  Holy thoughts! God moves through our ideas and dreams, 

All:  so they are holy. Therefore let us joyfully worship. 

 

OPENING HYMN – “All Are Welcome” vs. 1, 2 

 



 
6 

GREETING 

P: God of Hosts most gracious, God the Son who saves us, 

God the Spirit placed upon us, be with you all. 

All: And also with you. 

 

RALLY DAY LITANY 

L: Loving God, we thank you for all the blessings of the 

summer that is past,  

All:  and we pray for your help for the new term of 

Christian Education that is about to begin. 

L: Let it be a year of shared learning, O God! 

All: Deepen the knowledge of your Word among us. 

L: Accept our commitment to the strengthening of Christian 

education, 

All: and keep us faithful in fulfilling it. 

L: Make it a year of shared worship, O God! 

All:  Sharpen our skill in the art of common prayer. 

L: Let our music sound forth with power. Let our choirs 

and bands sing joyously of your love. 

All:  Let instruments of all types add their sounds of glad 

praise. 

L: Let it be a year of shared witness, O God! 

All: Help us to strive together for a deeper faith. 

L: And give us courage, tact and a keen sense of timing 

All: for sharing our faith with friends. 

L: Make it a year of shared concern, O God! 

All:  Help us, as inhabitants of this wonderful, fragile 

planet, to be better stewards of its resources. 

L: Compel us, to secure food and justice for the poor. 

All: Empower us, as objects of your reconciling love, to 

work in the ministry of reconciliation. 

L: O God, you have been our help in ages past: 

All: You alone are our hope for years to come. 

L: Be our help still, for we rest our hope in you, 

All:  through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Draw your church together, O God, into one great 

company of disciples, 

All:  together following our teacher Jesus Christ into every 

walk of life, together serving in Christ’s mission to 

the world, and together witnessing to your love 

wherever you will send us; for the sake of Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 

 

Be Seated 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM – “I Want to Walk as a Child of the 

Light” 

 

WE LISTEN AND THINK 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE WORD 

Reader:   Abiding Spirit, may our hearts be opened to the 

mystery of the gospel,  

All: that the Creator of life may be made known to all. 

Amen. 

Reader:   The first reading is from Exodus, chapter thirty-two, 

beginning with the seventh verse. 

 

READING – Exodus 32:7-14 

     Yahweh said to Moses, “Go down, now! These people 

whom you led out of Egypt have corrupted themselves! In 

such a short time, they have turned from the way that I have 

given them, and made themselves a molten calf. Then they 

worshipped it and sacrificed to it saying, ‘Israel, here is your 

God, who brought you up from the land of Egypt!’ 

     Yahweh then said to Moses, “I look at these people—how 

stubborn they are! Now leave me to myself so that my anger 

may pour out on them, and destroy them! But you I’ll make 

into a great nation.” 
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     Then Moses soothed the face of Yahweh, his God. “But 

why, my God, should you let your wrath pour out on these 

people whom you delivered from Egypt with great might, with 

a strong hand? Why should the Egyptians say, ‘Their God 

intended to destroy them all along, to kill them in the 

mountains, to erase them from the earth?’ Turn your back on 

your rage; reconsider the disaster you intended for your 

people. Do not forget Sarah and Abraham, Rebecca and Isaac, 

and Leah and Rachel and Jacob, your chosen ones, to whom 

you promised, ‘I will make your descendants as numerous as 

the stars in the sky; I will give to you all this land which I have 

promised—I will give it to your descendants, and they will 

enjoy its inheritance forever.’” 

     So Yahweh relented, and the disaster that threatened the 

Israelites was forestalled. 
 

Reader: Our God is the source of wisdom and understanding. 

All: Bless us with your gifts, O God. 

Reader: Our God feeds us with the bread of life and the 

wellspring of our salvation. 

All: Bless us with your grace, Christ Jesus. 

Reader: Our God is the foundation of mercy and compassion. 

All: Bless us with your gifts, Mighty Spirit. 
 

Please Stand 
 

ALLELUIA VERSE 
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P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the fifteenth 

chapter. 

All: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL – Luke 15:1-10 

     Meanwhile, the tax collectors and the “sinners” were all 

gathering around Jesus to listen to his teaching, at which the 

Pharisees and the religious scholars murmured, “This person 

welcomes sinners and eats with them!”  

     Jesus then addressed this parable to them: “Who among 

you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, doesn’t 

leave the ninety-nine in the open pasture and search for the 

lost one until it’s found? And finding it, you put the sheep on 

your shoulders in jubilation. Once home, you invite friends 

and neighbors in and say to them, ‘Rejoice with me! I’ve 

found my lost sheep!’ I tell you, in the same way there will be 

more joy in heaven over one repentant sinner than over ninety-

nine righteous people who have no need to repent.  

     “What householder, who has ten silver pieces and loses 

one, doesn’t light a lamp and sweep the house in a diligent 

search until she finds what she had lost? And when it is found, 

the householder calls in her friends and neighbors and says, 

‘Rejoice with me! I’ve found the silver piece I lost!’ I tell you, 

there will be the same kind of joy before the angels of God 

over one repentant sinner.” 
 

P:   The Gospel of the Lord. 

All:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Be Seated 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME 
   

Blessing of Backpacks and Briefcases 
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Presentation of Bibles 

Edith Bartlett 

Anna Krusius 

Abigail Wicke 
 

Installation of Christian Educators 

 

 

 

 
 

Please Stand 
 

HYMN – “God's Work, Our Hands” vs. 1, 2 
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Be Seated 

 

REFLECTION . . . Pastor Tim 

 

WE SHARE THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 

INVITATION TO OFFERING  

L: Children of God, we have received much from God: 

grace, mercy, abundance, the love of Christ, and the gift 

of life itself.  

All: In our worship, we praise God and give God thanks 

for these gifts. In gratitude for God’s generosity, let 

us share God’s abundance with one another.  

 

THANKFUL OFFERING 

 

Please Stand 

OFFERTORY  
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 

L: Loving God, receive these gifts of our hands and with 

them our lives and the life of your church. 

All: Transform us in service to you and all you have 

made, and draw us always near to you through Jesus 

Christ, who leads us to new life. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

L: As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into 

one bread, so let us gather our prayers for the church, 

those in need, and all of God’s good creation. Your people 

receive mercy and your grace overflows in our lives. Fill 

your church with faith and love, and give understanding 

hearts to those who work to strengthen our ecumenical 

and interreligious commitments. God of grace, 

All: hear our prayer. 

L: Your creation groans as it suffers the impacts of 

pollution and lack of care. As the seasons change, 

renew in us the will to protect plants, animals, and 

habitats. Bless us with bountiful harvests that all may 

share. God of grace, 

All: hear our prayer. 

L: Your children wander homeless and the hungry cry for 

bread. Seek out those who are lost or lonely, anxious or 

depressed, or struggling with addiction or illness. 

Provide for those in any need. God of grace, 

All: hear our prayer. 

L: Your work is done in this congregation with our hands, 

feet, voices, minds, and hearts. Build up the ministries 

of this community, that we serve our neighbors and 

welcome the stranger in your name. God of grace, 

All: hear our prayer. 

L: Hear now the prayers of our heart said silently or aloud. 

 

Here other prayers may be offered. 
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L: God of grace, 

All: hear our prayer. 

L: Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy 

Spirit, gracious God, we offer these and all our prayers 

to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

All: Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

                                                                                                 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P: We give thanks and praise to you, God of love and 

grace! With gratitude, we recall how you formed us 

from the very earth, made covenant with us from the 

beginning of time, and call us again and again to be 

your people.  

All: In your amazing love, you came as one of us in the 

form of Jesus the Christ, showing us the way of 

unconditional love and the path of self-giving 

service.   
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P: Even as he faced death on a cross, Jesus washed the 

feet of both enemies and friends, gave thanks and 

rejoiced in a time of great sorrow, broke bread and 

shared the cup of salvation with all, showing us the path 

of servanthood and love. And so we remember Jesus’ 

words of self-giving love as he broke bread and poured 

wine, saying: “Take, eat, this is my body, broken for 

you. Take, drink. This is my life poured out for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins.” Called to 

remember these acts whenever we eat and drink, we 

come now to the table in remembrance of these gifts as 

we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

P: God of love, pour out your Holy Spirit on us, that we 

might be servants of your love. Pour out your Holy 

Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine, that they might 

be for us your very presence. 

All: Flow through us with your love and grace, that we 

might be your loving presence for others, extending 

kindness to strangers, forgiveness to adversaries, 

and mutual love to all. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

P:    Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as 

Jesus taught us, using the language or translation of 

our hearts. 

All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 

kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us 

our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save 

us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For 

the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever.  Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: Speak to us, O Creator, in the breaking of the bread, 

All: and make us one with you.  

 

Be Seated 

 

THE LAMB OF GOD 

 

Holy Communion is open to all. 

Grape juice is white, wine is red. 

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

Let an usher know if you need communion brought to you. 
 

For communion at the altar rail: 

You may come up the center aisle to the altar rail as space 

allows, stand or kneel, and hold out your hand for the pastor to 

drop the wafer into. Then take a cup of grape juice (white) or 

wine (red) from the assistant, partake, then return to your seat 

via the side aisles, depositing your disposable cup in the 

provided bowls. 
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For communion at your seat with pre-packaged kit: 

You may come to altar rail as above, take a communion kit 

from the assistant, and return to your seat to partake. Or you 

may remain seated and partake of the communion kit you 

picked up at the entrance. The ushers will come around to 

collect empty kits. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN – “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” 
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COMMUNION HYMN – “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is 

Calling” 

 
 

SINGING BOWL 
 

Please Stand 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: O God, you are Hospitality. You are Welcome. You are the 

Invitation, the Table, the Feast. By your spirit may we 

learn to receive and offer grace, to share from the 

sustenance of our lives and not simply its crumbs. 

All: Embolden us as we serve as the voice of those who 

continue to ask the church for justice and bread. In 

Christ we pray. Amen. 
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POST COMMUNION THANKS 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

L: Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ's resurrection 

you send light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, 

and the bread of life to nourish your people. 

All: Send us forth as witnesses to your Son's resurrection, 

that we may show your glory to all the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 
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WE CARRY GOD’S CARING LOVE TO 

THE WORLD 

 

COMMISSIONING 

P: Children of God, both our work and our rest are in God. 

Will you endeavor to pattern your life on Jesus Christ, in 

gratitude to God and in service to others, at morning and 

evening, at work and at play, all the days of your life? 

All: I will, and I ask God to help me.  

P: Almighty God, by the power of the Spirit you have knit us 

your servants into the one body of your Son, Jesus Christ.  

All: Look with favor upon us in our commitment to serve 

in Christ’s name.  

P: Give us courage, patience, and vision;  

All: and strengthen us all in our Christian vocation of 

witness to the world and of service to others; through 

Jesus Christ. Amen.  
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SENDING OUT – “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” vs. 1,4 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace. Welcome all! 

All:  We will. Thanks be to God.    

 

POSTLUDE 

 
 

“Now the Feast and Celebration” musical setting by Marty Haugen.   

Used by permission GIA Publications, Inc. Chicago  


