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WELCOME TO THE STORY

It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the
parable of the wheat and the weeds Jesus suggests that both
grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long for the day
that all creation will be set free from bondage and suffering.
Having both weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our
hope in the promises of God, and from the Lord’s table we go
forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy.

A Story that Invites Us

All invitations to stand or kneel are for those who are able.
SINGING BOWL
During the ringing of the bowl, you are encouraged to
center your thoughts on God the Creator, Christ the Redeemer,
and the Holy Spirit our Comforter.
PRELUDE
WELCOME
SHARING OF THE PEACE
P:  The peace of God is with you all.
All:  And also with you.

Please safely share the peace with each other.



Please Stand

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All:

All:

All:

All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign marked at baptism.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, whose steadfast
love endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

we confess that we have not followed your path but
have chosen our own way. Instead of putting others
before ourselves, we long to take the best seats at the
table. When met by those in need, we have too often
passed by on the other side. Set us again on the path
of life. Save us from ourselves and free us to love our
neighbors. Amen.

Hear the good news! God does not deal with us
according to our sins but delights in granting pardon
and mercy. In the name of Jesus Christ, our sins are
forgiven.

We are free to love as God loves. Amen.

CALL TO WORSHIP

L:
All:
L:

All:

Come, open your hearts, and listen for the voice of God.
We open our hearts to love one another.

Come, open your minds, and receive the Spirit of wisdom.
We open our minds to new understanding and
insight.



L: Come, open your senses, and experience our Creator at
work.

All: We open ourselves to the work of God around us.

L: Come, open your arms, awake and arise, for God is
calling you.

All: We join in the worship of our awesome God.

OPENING HYMN: “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God
Almighty! ” vs. 1,2
Favorite Hymn of Sharon Chu
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GREETING
P:  The Spirit of God is here,

All: calling us to worship and praise.

P:  The Spirit delights in our presence,
All: rejoicing alongside us.

P:  The Spirit of Truth is still speaking,
All: granting wisdom for our lives today.



LITANY

L: Holy Mystery, we yearn to grow closer to you this day.
When our spirits grow unsettled,

All: meet us in our need.

L:  When we seek isolation from the rancor of our time,

All: remind us how the wheat and weeds grow together
until the harvest.

L:  When we feel captive to the pressures of this world,

All: remind us that we need not succumb to our fears, for
you have given us a spirit of adoption as children of
God.

L:  Pursue us and hold us near, Gentle One,

All: that we may truly be set free. Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your
children with firmness and compassion.

All: By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom,
that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Be Seated

The Story that Shapes and Forms Us

INTRODUCTION TO THE WORD
Reader: The first reading is from Isaiah, chapter forty-four,
beginning with the sixth verse.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 44:6-8
Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel,
and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts:
| am the first and | am the last;
besides me there is no god.
Who is like me? Let them proclaim it,
let them declare and set it forth before me.
Who has announced from of old the things to come?
Let them tell us what is yet to be.
Do not fear, or be afraid;
have | not told you from of old and declared it?
You are my witnesses!
Is there any god besides me?

There is no other rock; | know not one.
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Reader: Here ends the reading.
The second reading is from Romans, chapter eight,
beginning with the twelfth verse.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25
So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh,
to live according to the flesh—for if you live according to the
flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the
deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the
Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a
spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a
spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that
very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children
of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs
with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may
also be glorified with him.

| consider that the sufferings of this present time are not
worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. For
the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the
children of God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not
of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in
hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to
decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children
of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning in
labor pains until now; and not only the creation, but we
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan
inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our
bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is
not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for
what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

Reader: Here ends the reading. Word of God, word of life.
All: Thanks be to God.

Please Stand
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the thirteenth
chapter.
All: Glory to you, O God.

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The
kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed
good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then
went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then
the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves of the householder
came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in
your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?” He
answered, ‘An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him,
“Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ But he replied,
‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat
along with them. Let both of them grow together until the
harvest; and at harvest time | will tell the reapers, Collect the
weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather

the wheat into my barn.” ”
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Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his
disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable
of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one who sows
the good seed is the Son of Man; the field is the world, and the
good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the
children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the
devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are
angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire,
so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes
of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them into the
furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the
kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”

P:  The Gospel, the good news of God.
All: Praise to you, O Christ.

Be Seated

CHILDREN?’S TIME - Carmen Blair

Please Stand
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HYMN: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” vs. 1,3
Favorite Hymn of Collette Koski
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Be Seated

MESSAGE — Pastor John Bost

A Story that Feeds Us

INVITATION TO OFFERING

L:  May the offerings we bring this day be used as seeds,
planted faithfully and nurtured lovingly so that God’s
way may be realized anew in this world.

All: Grant us the humility we need to plant and then tend
your precious garden.
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THANKFUL OFFERING

Please Stand

OFFERTORY RESPONSE
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

L:

All:

L:

All:

L:

All:

Touch these gifts, O God,

with your manifold blessings.

Touch our very lives,

that we may be instruments of your hope.

May our gifts and our lives,

bring your healing, love, and compassion to a world
in need. Amen.

THE PRAYERS

L:

All:

Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us
offer our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of
creation. O God, you call your church to announce the
gospel of reconciliation and truth both near and far.
Guide your church as it seeks your wisdom and shares it,
trusting your Spirit bearing witness among us. Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

You brought forth all creation and called it good. Direct
policymakers to protect lands and seas. Bring rain to
sun-parched fields and protect areas impacted by natural

disasters. Hear us, O God.
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All:

All:

All:

All:

Your mercy is great.

You desire peace among nations and peoples. Guard our
neighborhoods from hatred, watch over police officers
and firefighters, and teach us to advocate for those who
live in fear. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You name each of us as your children. Guide our hospitality
ministry to welcome all, our education ministry to equip us
for faithful living, and our social ministry to enact the
gospel in our community. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of all, hear now the prayers of our heart said either
silently or aloud.

Here other prayers may be offered.
Hear us, O God.

: Your mercy is great.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we
pray, in the name of the one who reconciled all creation
to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

L:
All:
L:

All:

L:

All:

P:

God is with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to God.

Let us give thanks to God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at
all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you,
almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of

everlasting life.
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And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church
on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:
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P: Inthe night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus

took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and
gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.




THE LORD’S PRAYER

P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus
taught us, using the language or translation of our hearts.
All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your

kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us
our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.

FRACTION RITE

P:  Everyone who hungers, come to the table.
All: We will eat what is good, that we may live.
Be Seated
The ushers will invite you to the Lord’s Table
after the Lamb of God is sung.
LAMB OF GOD
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Holy Communion is open to all.
Grape juice is white, wine is red.
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.
Let an usher know if you need communion brought to you.

COMMUNION HYMN: “What Child Is This”
Favorite Hymn of Carmen Blair
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COMMUNION HYMN: “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”
Favorite Hymn of Ann Harren
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3 Are we weak and heav-y - lad - en, cum - bered with a load of care?
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Je - sus knows our ev-'ry weak - ness—take it to the Lord in prayer.
In his arms he’ll take and shield you; you will find a so-lace there.

SINGING BOWL

Please Stand

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

L:  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have
refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of
life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another;
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior.

All: Amen.

Be Seated

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please Stand
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A Story that Sends Us Out to Love and Serve

BENEDICTION

P:  The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the
smallest seed, bless, keep, and sustain you now and to

the end of the age.

All: Amen.

SENDING HYMN: “Lead Me, Guide Me” vs. 1,3
Favorite Hymn of Faye Williams
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DISMISSAL
L: Goin peace. Share the harvest.
All: Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

For in this

HOPE

WE WeEre

SAV ED.

Romans 8:24

Evangelical Lutheran Worship - Copyright © 2006 Evangelical Church in America -
Published by Augsburg Fortress - Holy Communion Setting Eight

19



