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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church                                October 6, 2024 

38801 Blacow Road                         10 AM, 20th Sunday after Pentecost 

Fremont, CA 94536                     Ministers: The People of Holy Trinity 

Church: (510) 793-6285                 Web Site: holytrinityfremont.org  
 

 

Welcome! Enter with Prayer, Worship in Awe, Leave to Serve. 
 

Our worship services are livestreamed on our YouTube 

channel and our website. If you do not wish to be filmed, 

please do not sit in the first four pews or the last pew.  

Children’s Time and communion distribution are not filmed. 
 

All invitations to stand or kneel are for those who are able. 

 

 

St. Francis was an Italian friar who took a vow of poverty and 

cared for the poor. He also believed that nature – including 

its creatures – was the mirror of God. He preached that it is 

our duty to protect and enjoy nature as both the stewards of 

God’s creation and as creatures ourselves. 

 

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 

 

SINGING BOWL 

 

During the ringing of the bowl, you are encouraged to 

center your thoughts on God the Creator, Christ the 

Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit our Comforter. 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME 

 

Please Stand 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 

P: On this Animal Blessing Sunday, we honor the One who 

created worlds and sustains all things through the 

divine Word. As we share signs of peace with one 

another, imagine the deep, creative love that extends—

through us, and by the power of the Holy Spirit—to all 

of creation in every time and place. The peace of God is 

with you always. 

All: And also with you. 

 

Please safely share the peace God with each other. 

 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Creator of all animal life, the name of 

Christ, the lamb of God, and the name of the Spirit, the 

breath in all life. Amen. 

All: Holy! Holy! Holy! Earth is filled with God’s presence. 

P: Christ, we come into your presence today, to worship in 

this sanctuary Earth.  

All: Holy! Holy! Holy! Earth is filled with your presence. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

L:  We invite our animal family to worship with us, 

All:  All our kin living on this planet, from the busiest bee 

to the tallest giraffe. 

L:  We remember our animal relatives who have become 

extinct, 

All:  Dinosaurs, dodos and Texas grey wolves, Oregon 

bison and the woolly mammoth. 

L:  We join our siblings in praising God, 

All:  Gliding eagles and watchful cougars, gorillas in the 

mist and polar bears in the snow. 

L:  We summon the kin we have come to love, 

All:  The stray cat and the backyard dog, the goat, the 

pony, and the little lamb. 
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L:  All our animal family in all the world, 

All:  Raise your voices to the skies in a chorus of praise. 

L:  Sing, creation, sing! 

All:  A song of praise for all creatures! 

L:  We celebrate with the entire animal family. 

All:  Sing, family, sing! 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

All may make the sign of the cross,  

the sign marked at baptism. 
 

P: We have forgotten who we are. We have alienated 

ourselves from the unfolding of the cosmos. We have 

become estranged from the movements of the earth. We 

have turned our backs on the cycles of life. 

All: We have forgotten who we are. 

L: We have sought only our own security. We have 

exploited simply for our own ends. We have distorted 

our knowledge. We have abused our power. 

All: We have forgotten who we are. 

P: Now the land is barren and the waters are poisoned and 

the air is polluted. 

All: We have forgotten who we are. 

L: Now the forests are dying and the creatures are 

disappearing and humans are despairing. 

All: We have forgotten who we are. 

P: We ask forgiveness. We ask for the gift of remembering. 

We ask for the strength to change. 

All: We have forgotten who we are. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection 
 

P: To bring new life to the land, to restore the waters, to 

refresh the air, 

All: we join with the earth and with each other. 
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L: To renew the forests, to care for the plants, to protect the 

creatures, 

All: we join with the earth and with each other. 

P: To celebrate the seas, to rejoice in the sunlight, to sing 

the song of the stars, 

All: we join with the earth and with each other. 

L: To recall our destiny, to renew our spirits, to reinvigorate 

our bodies, 

All: we join with the earth and with each other. 

P: To recreate the human community, to promote justice 

and peace, to remember our children, 

All: we join together as many and diverse expressions of 

one loving mystery: for the healing of the earth and 

the renewal of all life. 

 

OPENING HYMN: “All Things Bright and Beautiful” vs 1,4  
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GREETING 

P: The joy of our Redeemer Jesus Christ, the compassion 

of God, and the creative power of the Holy Spirit is with 

you all. 

All: And also with you. 

 

A LITANY OF GRATITUDE 

L: We live in all things. All things live in us. 

All: We rejoice in all life. 

L: We live by the sun. We move with the stars. 

All: We rejoice in all life. 

L: We eat from the earth. We drink from the rain. We 

breathe from the air. 

All: We rejoice in all life. 

L: We share with the creatures. We have strength through 

their gifts. 

All: We rejoice in all life. 

L: We depend on the forests. We have knowledge through 

their secrets. 

All: We rejoice in all life. 

L: We have the privilege of seeing and understanding. We 

have the responsibility of caring. We have the joy of 

celebrating. 

All: We rejoice in all life. 

L: We are full of the grace of creation. We are grateful. 

All: We rejoice in all life. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray. Source and sustainer of life, we cherish the 

myriad works of your hands. Water, earth, and sky are 

yours, as are all their inhabitants, wild and tame. 

All: We thank you for creatures that nourish and serve 

us, befriend, enrich, entertain, and protect us. 

L: May we, who are made in your image, care for them well. 

All: And may your groaning yet wondrous creation rally 
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and thrive, revealing to all who come after us your 

wise, redemptive, transfiguring love; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

Be Seated 

 

ANTHEM – TWC Choir 

 

WE LISTEN AND THINK 

 

Please stand  

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

R: You are the living God who sustains all life in 

continually unfolding ways. And now may we open our 

ears to your continually unfolding Word. You speak to 

us in new and vital and imperative ways.  

All: With all the power you have given us, let us be silent 

and open to listening… for nourishment, comfort, for 

challenge and new focus. Amen. 

R: Today’s reading is from Genesis, chapter one, beginning 

with the first verse 
 

READING:  Genesis 1:1-26  

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. But 

the earth became chaos and emptiness, and darkness came 

over the face of the Deep—yet the Spirit of God was brooding 

over the surface of the waters. 

     Then God said, “Light: Be!” and light was. God saw that 

light was good, and God separated light from darkness. God 

called the light “Day” and the darkness “Night.” Evening 

came, and morning followed—the first day.  

     Then God said, “Now, make an expanse between the 

waters! Separate water from water!” So it was: God made the 

expanse and separated the water above the expanse from the 
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water below it. God called the expanse “Sky.” Evening came, 

and morning followed—the second day.  

     Then God said, “Waters under the sky: be gathered into 

one place! Dry ground: appear!” So it was. God called the dry 

ground “Earth” and the gathering of the waters “Sea.” And 

God saw that this was good. Then God said, “Earth: produce 

vegetation—plants that scatter their own seeds, and every kind 

of fruit tree that bears fruit with its own seed in it!” So it was: 

the earth brought forth every kind of plant that bears seed, and 

every kind of fruit tree on earth that bears fruit with its seed in 

it. And God saw that this was good. Evening came, and 

morning followed—the third day.  

     Then God said, “Now, let there be lights in the expanse of 

the sky! Separate day from night! Let them mark the signs and 

seasons, days and years, and serve as luminaries in the sky, 

shedding light on the earth.” So it was: God made the two 

great lights, the greater one to illumine the day, and a lesser to 

illumine the night. Then God made the stars as well, placing 

them in the expanse of the sky, to shed light on the earth, to 

govern both day and night, and separate light from darkness. 

And God saw that this was good. Evening came, and morning 

followed—the fourth day.  

     God then said, “Waters: swarm with an abundance of living 

beings! Birds: fly above the earth in the open expanse of the 

sky!” And so it was: God created great sea monsters and all 

sorts of swimming creatures with which the waters are filled, 

and all kinds of birds. God saw that this was good and blessed 

them, saying, “Bear fruit, increase your numbers, and fill the 

waters of the seas! Birds, abound on the earth!” Evening 

came, and morning followed—the fifth day.  

     Then God said, “Earth: bring forth all kinds of living 

soul—cattle, things that crawl, and wild animals of all kinds!” 

So it was: God made all kinds of wild animals, and cattle, and 

everything that crawls on the ground, and God saw that this 

was good.  
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     Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, to 

be like us. Let them be stewards of the fish in the sea, the birds 

of the air, the cattle, the wild animals, and everything that 

crawls on the ground.” 

 

R: Here ends the reading 

 

Be Seated 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME – Pastor Tim 

 

Blessing of Stuffed Animals  

and Prayer for Endangered Species. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Stand 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: “Praise God” 

 
 

Be Seated 

 

MESSAGE – Pastor Tim 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
11 

WE SHARE THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 

INVITATION TO OFFERING  

L: God, our Creator, through your love you have given us 

these gifts to share. Accept our offerings as an 

expression of our deep thanks and our concern for those 

in need, including our fellow creatures on planet Earth. 

All: With all creation, we bless our Creator.  

 

THANKFUL OFFERING 

 

Please Stand 

 

OFFERTORY  
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 

L: Gracious and loving God, we thank you for these gifts 

and ask that they be used to help the needy in our 

community and throughout the world. 

All: As we offer you these gifts, we offer ourselves as well, 

that together we might transform the world with 

your grace and love. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

L: Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we 

pray for the church, creation, and the needs of our 

neighbors. We put our trust in you as we pray for the 

church. Give bishops, pastors, deacons, and teachers the 

gifts of wisdom and discernment. Be with them in bold 

truth and faithful witness. Merciful God, 

All: receive our prayer. 

L: Lead us in your truth as we pray for creation. Empower 

us to look to the interests of others as we make choices 

that impact the environment. Summon us to be advocates 

for healthy waterways, habitats, and air. Merciful God, 

All: receive our prayer. 

L: Trusting your goodness, we pray for all caregivers and 

people who are sick or suffering in any way. Give them 

encouragement and consolation in your presence. 

Merciful God, 

All: receive our prayer. 

L: Teach us your paths as we pray for this congregation. Be 

at work in us and unite us in your love as we labor 

together for the sake of the gospel. Merciful God, 

All: receive our prayer. 

L: God of all, hear now the prayers of our heart said silently 

or aloud. 

 

Here other prayers may be offered. 
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L: Merciful God, 

All: receive our prayer. 

L: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we 

offer these and the prayers of our heart, trusting in your 

compassion made known through Jesus Christ. 

All: Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

L: The Creator is with you and with all creation. 

All: And also with you. 

L: Open your hearts. 

All: We open them to our Creator. 

L: Let us give thanks to our Creator. 

All: It is right to join creation in thanking God. 

P: It is right to give you thanks, loving Creator. Your Word 

is the impulse for all things to be, for space, stars, and 

stardust to appear, for Earth to emerge from the deep, for 

life to be born of Earth and for humans to be born of 

Earth and the Spirit. You chose to be born a human 

being, to become a part of Earth, to suffer, die, and rise 

from death to redeem humankind, renew creation, and 

affirm all born of Earth and the Spirit. Your presence is 

the living impulse in all things, the Christ deep among us, 

filling Earth—land, sea and air; filling every element and 

place; filling the grain and the grape we share with you 

this day.  

      Therefore with angels and archangels, ancient voices 

in the forest, high voices from the sky, deep voices from 

the sea and the whole company of creation, we proclaim 

your presence among us: 

All: Holy, holy, holy, God of all life, Earth and sea and 

sky and all things that exist are full of your presence 

and glorify your name. Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: O God, you created a world of amazing animals of every 

kind. You created our world, and gave it to us and the 

animals, to share together. From every kind of danger, 

from Noah’s time till now, you saved your creatures and 

cared for them with gentleness. In Jesus your Son every 

creature had a friend, a brother who knew the good of 

being alive. We stand with him, O God, as we come to 

this table: for all your creatures grow hungry and look 

to you for food and drink.  

      So we remember on the night before he died, Jesus 

ate and drank with his friends. And while in the midst of 

their Seder banquet, filled with the symbolism of God’s 

grace, he took the common bread, broke it, again 

symbolizing his broken body, and gave it to them. He 

said: “Take this and eat it, all of you, for it is my body 

which is given up for you.”  

      Later he took the cup of wine and thanked you for it, 

and gave it to his friends. He said: “Take this and drink 

from it, for it is the cup of my blood and that of a new 

and everlasting covenant for you and all people so that 

sins may be forgiven. Do this in memory of me.”  

      Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 

All: Dying, Jesus destroyed our death. Rising, he restored 

our life.  

P: Come let us build that home where the lion and the lamb 

can live in peace together. We praise and thank you, O 

God, through Christ our Lord and in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit with all honor and glory belonging to you, 

forever and ever. 

All: Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 

taught us, using the language or translation of our hearts. 

All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 

kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 

from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For 

the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 

and forever.  Amen. 

 

FRACTION RITE 

P: Come, for all things are now ready. Come to the table 

with all your kin and share with all in need:  

All:  the gift of healing for those in pain,  

P:  the gift of forgiveness for those in sin,  

All:  the gift of assurance for those in doubt,  

P:  and the gift of hope for those in tears. 

All: May we who share these gifts, share Christ with one 

another and with all our kin. 

 

Be Seated 
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LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

Holy Communion is open to all. 

Wine is red, grape juice is yellow, water is in the center of the tray. 

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

Let an usher know if you need communion brought to you. 
 

For communion at the altar rail: 

When directed by the ushers, you may come up the center aisle to 

the altar rail, stand or kneel, and hold out your hand 

for the pastor to drop the host into. Eat. Then take a cup of  

wine (red), grape juice (light yellow), or water (clear) from the 

assistant. Drink. Then place your empty cup in the tray that 

follows. Rise and return to your seat via the side aisles. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN: “Meet Him at the Table”  

– HTLC Choir 
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COMMUNION HYMN: “All Creatures Worship God Most 

High!” 

 
 

SINGING BOWL 
 

Please Stand 
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: Now may the power of Christ’s body and blood reach 

deep into your heart, your mind, and your body to heal 

your wounds and through you to bring health and 

security to Earth and to the creatures of the Earth.  

All: We thank you, Christ, for the meal we have 

celebrated with you and we pray that through your 

body and blood we may be healed and become agents 

of healing for Earth. Amen. 

 

POST COMMUNION THANKS 

 
 

Be Seated 
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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Please Stand 

 

WE CARRY GOD’S LOVE TO THE WORLD 

 

BENEDICTION 

P:   Christ calls you to be his disciples, to serve him with 

love and compassion, to serve Earth by caring for her 

creatures. Will you care for creation? 

All: We will care for creation! We will nurture our 

animals! We will celebrate the circle of life with 

them! 
 

SENDING SONG: “Earth Is Full of Wit and Wisdom” vs. 1, 3 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

L: Go in peace, serving Christ and loving all creatures! 

All: We go in peace, serving Christ and loving our Earth!  
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POSTLUDE 

 
 

 

Join us on the patio with your pets  

at 12:00 pm today for a  

Blessing of the Live Animals service! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Scripture Readings: Priests for Equality. The Inclusive Bible: The First Egalitarian 

Translation - Rowman & Littlefield Publishers. Kindle Edition. 

 

“Now the Feast and Celebration” Musical setting by Marty Haugen   

Used by permission GIA Publications, Inc.  Chicago 


